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nant. with God by*;Baptiſm, and be Viſible 
Members of his Church, and: haye any Cove- 
nant-Right' to. Pardon and Cation ? 


World, - hath: ſt; al Mankind out” of his 


© Hopes, till they come to Age?.And whether 
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"Or after his Incarnation 7.  - 


in order to his RETR ACTAT LON. 
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| Reader, DO "ff 
3 Once more ſhew the World, that it 3s in the Power of 
"Y other Men, if God permit them, to hinder us from, 
| greater ſervice to the Church, by making things fat 
{5 in themſelves, to become accidentally at that ' time 
Kore neceſſary ? By which kind of Impediments in Conten= 
ous times, Satan fruſtrateth the better deſires and de-. 
$215 of many of the Servants of Chriſt, who would fain 
e better employed ; yea, and uſeth herein the ſervice of. 
ch men, as in other reſpetts are none of his Servants. 
11d thus, though Scriptures be our General Rule, the 
Yrovidence of God, and the great Ends of all our life, 
Tre the Determiners of the Circumſtances of our Duties. 
The Cauſe of this REVIEW is 4 Letter of one 2Mr. 
, Hutchinſon ſet me, very large inconſiderable Orato- 
, tolet me know his Contempt of my laſt ( and former ) 
Book of Baptiſm, and to humble me for the great fin of 
uſing the World with ſuch frivolous writings, which 
ſeem to do ſomething, but prove notbing, aud leave Mr. 
Danvers, &c, unanſwered ; ſo that it is an Anſmer that 
be would have: And be vehemently urgeth me to Repen- 
ace and Retratation of what 1 have written for Infants 
Church-memberſhip, Covenant and Baptiſm ;, as did Mr, 
Tombes more than once before him. Should I Print bis 
| Letter wit»out bis conſent, perhaps he mipht take it for an 
injury ;, and if be would have it done, it's like he will do it 


— himelf. 
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=” himſelf. But becauſe it referreth to a Printed Paper owe 
*- Ar. Danvers, againſt me, called his Third ReplyÞea 
- which I never ſaw till bis Letter informed 'me- of it, hhre 
thought it was more than himſelf whom he importuned mPnc 

to ſatisfie, _ CNS SD --- 
 'T bave told bim hee truly, bow little the mcer diffe$lw6 
rence about the outward Baptiſm of Infants doth abatom 
my eſteem and love of any Godly .Peaceable man : Twi 2 
forts of Perſons called Anabaptiſts I can live in as friendſþe | 

ly concord with, as with moſt I bold Communion with phic 
Firſt, thoſe that deny not the Covenant- Rights, an{rir 
Chirch-Relation of the Infants of Believers, confeſſuaſoth 
them to be Holy ;, but only think that their Baptiſm. betnWſec! 

bat the ſolemnization of their foregoing Covenant, and thiacl 
prblick Inveſtitare of them in their Relation; may, as thilea 
Coronation of an Infant King, be deferred till they com(gurt 

fo ſome underſtanding ;, of which mind were Tertulliaat 
and Nazianzene. Secondly, thoſe that being in doubſ : 
only of the Sufficiency and Lawfulneſs of Infant-Baptiſmſ an 

. do recerve a ſecond or a third Aiminiſtration ( as ſoma! 
Married by Fuftices lately, were marricd again by Mingwy 
ſters; and as Mr, Humphrey pleads for a ſecond OrdifÞpin 
nation, efpecially if Hypothetically done ) to ſatisfie thei; 
doubting Conſciences, and then to live in peace, and offfife 
derly Communion afterwards with other Chriſtians, "a 

. knowing that in Chriſt Teſus neither Circumciſion avail 
 eth, nor Uncircumciſton,\ but a new Create, I ſayþn 
none of theſe ſhall be more willing of loving Communioſna 


with others, than I ſhall be with them, _ fix 
£ © But 1. If men will deny. and {corn our Infant-Righſbe 


F-. *' 72 the Covenant of Grace, and in Chriſt, Pardon anlfa 
>. Salvation; ard Viſible Church-Relation, and will ſto 
FX Far denythe Kingdom and Grace of Chriſt, as to mainſC 
2 - -tain that be excludeth all mankind from. ay Viſtblor 
BE... Right, or Hope of Salvation till Adulr, ard hatſþc 
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& oven ſuch Right n0 more to Chriſtian's Children than to 
-plySeatbens ! And if they will make this Opinion the mea- 
it, re of their Communion, and will divide the Church, and 
| mUncbriſten, or Unchurch all that are not as. unthankful 
| bd injurious. to Chriſt, and to the Holy Seed as them- 
diffe$1wes, it is not I that ſeparate from theſe men, but they 
abatFom me, and all ſober Chriſtians. Dy I 
Twi And I will bere add.bit theſe two or three Notes to 
iendiþe Reader : 1. If be will peruſe two ſhort Diſputations 
with Þhich I bave lately publiſhed of ORIGINAL SIN, ( tbe 
anPrimary and Secondary ) be will ſee it fully proved, that 
</ſiafoth Naturally, and by Supernatural Revelation God 


- 


betnWYeclared ſuch az Intereſt of Parents and Children in - 


1d thgach other, as is much of the Reaſon of all that T here 
as thipleadfor : And he that will accurately obſerye tne whole 
comFurrert of the Scripture berein, {hall find this ConjunCt- 
ulliaJntereſt aſſerted from end to end _ ES 
Jouby 2. 1 am paſt doubt, that it 1s a principal deſign of Sa- 
ptiſmſan to mortifie our Chriſtendom #t ſelf, by | keeping 


s ſomParents from that intelligent and ſerious Covenant 


Mintwicth God, in their ſolemn dedication of their Children to 
OrdiÞbim, which the greatneſs of the. work and caſe requareth ; 
» therpnd to turn our very Chriſtening into a Ceremony, Of 
nd orifcieſs Formality : And it is not the leaſt part of my 
s, "aNon-conformity, that 1 dare not deliberately profeſs my 
availtAſieat, and Conſent, that no Parent ſhall be ſaffered 


I ſayþa+the Church to enter his. own Child into the Cove- 


1-:2nant of God, nor to ſpeak one Covenanting, Promi- 
Jing, Undertaking, nor Dedicating word ; ( or muſt 
Righſbe urged to be fo much as preſent) But that God- 
2n antfathers and Godmothers,; who never give us any cauſe 
will flto belzeve that one of many thouſands 'of them take the 
mainfChild for their own, ror ever-purpoſe to Educate him, 
/ 1{1bNor do what there they Vow and Covenant.to do, muſt 
7176 
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| 


d bathhe the only Covenanting Undertakers ; and fo that ſo 
| =. MMO 
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much notorious falſe Vowing to God, or Perfidi. 


ouſneſs ,. muſt defile our Baptiſm : And now conn 


theſe Anabaptiſts, and-inſtead of calling the Parents ti 


Seriouſnels, and Holy Fidelity 111 /o great a work, the | 


tell them that it- is none of their Duly at all. 


3. And how light ſoever ſome make of Unity, 7 knonll 


that it's even Eſlential to the Church ; As the Union 0 
the Stones and Timber is to the Houſe, and of Kinp 
ard Subjeas to the Kingdom ; ard of the ſeveral parts 
fo a Clock or Watch : For the Form 1s Relative. Ant 
do you think then that they befriend Chriſt or his Church 
who turn the Sacrament of our Union into the occaſion 0 
 onr great Diviſion ? yea, and Unchriſten and Unchurc 
all the Chriſtian Word in Infancy ; yea, and a thou 


ſand parts to one of the Chriſtian Church of the Adult, be$ 


cauſe they are not Re-baptiſed at Age. Paſſion, and Pre 
judice, and Partiality ( when men have eſpouſed the In 
tereſt of a Cauſe as tne beſt and holteſt intheir eyes ) mi 
make men ſwallow ſuch things as theſe, and think that the) 
ſerve God in reviling all that are againſt them, ' Wer. 
we agreed againſt Infants Covenant- Right, when fhoul 
we ever be agrced at what Ape it is that they are to | 
reccived? and when a Childs Profeſſion were Valid ? Bu 
he that thiaketh that 1. All the Chriſtian world will eve 
Unite in the Renouncing of all Tafants Covenant- Right 
and Hopes. 2. Or that without Unity, ( 7 the Eſſen 
tials or without Love and Peace the Church. of Chri 


+5 in a proſperous State, doth not judge as 1 do upon tl 


moſt ſerious thoughts that I am able to exerciſe, and as 
diunbt not but I ſhall judge to the laſt breath, which is nq 
like to be far off. 02'S 
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he Reverend Dr. Manton, in his Third Volume of 

Sermons, On Heb.11, 20. page 550. Diſcourſing 
of the Negle& and Priviledges of I-fant-Baptiſm, 
has this Memorable Paſſage, worthy the Conſide- 

ration of all Chriſtian Parents, viz. _ 


Hon 
oF NO not cut. off your Children by a contempt, or negleU 
ina_/ of Baptiſm, Parents are guilty of more ſin than they are 


Wware of, in depriving their Children of this Priviledge z it is a 
Tts xrong to God, a wrong to their Children, a wrong to the 
AnFWhurch, a wrong to themſelves, and it*gratifies none but the 
rchW@Devil. It is a great wrong to God, for we vail the glory of his 
1 ofÞreventing Grace, It is the Grace of God, that he began to us 
rc8" this External way z he choſe us to be a Portion to himſelf, and 
NC ook us to be a Seed to himſelf, before we knew, or ſought after 
ou him; and we rob him of his Portion. God challengethan inte- 
| bereft in the Children, that were Born of Covenanted Parents. 


PrefFzek. 16. 20, 21. Moreover thou haſt taken thy Sons, and thy Daugh- 
 Tylf#ers whom thou baſt born to me, and theſe thou baſt Sacrificed : Is 


this of thy Whoredoms a ſmall manter, that thou haſt ſlain my Chile - 
lren ? God takes our Children to be his Children, he hath an in- 
tereſt in them : As he is God to us, and our Seed; ſo we, and 
our Seed are to be his People, And then it's a wrong to your 
Children ; Partly in that you begrudge God's Bonnty to them 
God hath beſtowed a Priviledge upon them, and you rob them, 
of this Priviledge : and partly in not engaging them in their In- 
fancy, but leaving them at large. The people of God have ma- 
ny times bleſſed God, that they came under this Obligation by 
Baptiſm in Infancy, before they had liberty to chooſe their own 
way. oure it will be brought as an aggravation at the Day of 
Judgment againſt all thoſe that have not walked anſwerabte to 
their Baptiſmal Vow. Then you rob the Church of a great. 
part of their Members, of the Children of the Kingdom, Mat. 
8, 12, of the moſt innocent part of the Church, thoſe that 
- x 4iſhonour God leaſt z but chiefly in this reſpett, you do as much 

'F 25 1n yon hes ſeek'to cut off the Succeſſhon of Churches, and 
their continuance, It is a mighty comfort to the people of Gog, 
that they ſee a Stock of little ones that are in Covenant with 
God, Pf}. 102. ult,. The | Children of thy Servants ſhall cominue, 
T and their Seed ſhall be eftabliſhed before thee. And then you 

y wrong your ſelves, God hath put this honour upon his Saints, 
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that their Children are boly, 1 Cor, 7. 14, Whatever his ſecret: 


Counſel * 


o& 


Coitnſel be, ( for there God will take aliberty, ) they zre und 
the viſible, ordinary adminittration cf the Covenanrof Grad 
which is entailed upon them. You know Abraham fell upon bil 
Face, when God came to tender him this Privitkedge, Gen. 1 

3» 7» 1 will be thy God, and the God of thy Seed. The people ( 
God have thankfilly taken hold of ſuch a Priviledge and Merc 

. ,Aasthisis. And ſo David, 2 Sam. 7. 19. And:this was yet a [mM .. 

 #hing intby fight, 0 Lord God, for thou baſt ſpoken alſo of thy Sa T. 
vants Houſe for 4 great while to come. * And you gratifie none by 
the Devil, who ever hath had a ſpight at the holy. Seed. | 
Amalek ſmote Iſrael inthe Rear, where there were little ones, | 
the Devil would fain cruſh Chrift's Kingdom in the Egg. 


Books for Infant-Baptiſif, Printed for Tho. Parkhurf 
at the Bible and Three Crowns i Cheapfide,' 


tf. N AUch in a Littlez an Abſtira® of Mr. Baxter's Pla 
Y 4 Scripture-Proof for Infams Church-Memberſhip. 
2. Some Briet Directions for Improvement of /fant-Baptiſ F 
by 0. Bagſhaw. | | Wi 
3. An Apgumentative and Pratical Diſcourſe of Infant-Baptiflli V 
by Will. Burkit. Vicar of Dedham. : .-." «re 
_ 4- The Improveableneſs of Water-Baptiſm, by Fobn Collingelll ca 
'D..D. DEE Be TC 
. Scripture Warrant ſufficient for 1nfunt-Baptiſm, by Gt = 
Firmin, in _ _- 
6. Infant-Baptiſm of Chriſt's Appointment, by S. Pettg, , Prm 
. 7. Scripture-Light about the Golpel-Ordinance of Baptiſm, rej 
My Zuges Minitter of the Golpel, RES =. 
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Books lately Printcd for Tho. Parkhurlt. 


BR. Adam's Funeral Sermon. | ..-M 0 

N A Diſcourſe concerning the Redeemers Dominion owſ# I « 

the Invilible World ; ſome Part whereof WAS Preach'd on tip. 114 

Occaſion of the Deata of Fobn Houghion Eſquire. Meng 

Dr. Bate's Funeral Sermon. | = 

Mr. Mead's Funeral Sermon. = 

All Four by the Reverend Mr. Fohn Howe. Wn - 

Of the Shortneſs of Time. By F. Fuller. j the 

Mr. Bradford's Eight Sermons Preach d at St. .Pauts, at tiWnce 
...__Lefture founded by the Honourable Kobert Boyle Elquize. 
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HEN I read your general. Accuſation 
of my. Fiery diſcouraging ' of Reprover s, 
' &c., : 1 began to bethink me - who they 
were in all my life time that | had to 
face reproved me, and been diſcouraged by. 
unthankful paſſionate returns of mine.; and 
K remembring any one 1n my life, . ( unleſs you. 
2] call my Contraditing men in diſputation and 
Mercation in caſe of differences of Judgment by 
"Wt name) I did read on , in expeRtation of fuller 
Wrmation, and [I perceive that it was not any ver- _ 
n, fl rejecting any reproof of my preſent Monitors, that 
Þ meant, but by publiſhed Writmgs againſt thoſe 
Bcd Anabaptiſts. I have long had far lowder calls 
_ MW yours to Review my Life and Writings, and to 
- {cof them as impartially as I can. Upon the Re- 
on I am Conſcious, 1. That I never meddled at firſt 
n ofÞ. Mr. Tombes, till he unavoidably conſtrained me, 
FWending thoſe whom he had prevailed with to me, 
'Fell me, that if ] would not anſwer bim; they muſt lay 
FF charge fo far on my refuſal to ſatisfie them. We lived 
ther till then, withour any medling with the dif- 


at tWncp. by me. I 


(2) 


BG find that when he had ( withont my conſent 
publiſhed theſe Papers which I privately ſent hin 
with his Anſwer, 1-gave not a word of Reply to.then 
till Mr. Dazvers made it ſeem neceſſary to me, thoup 
it be above 20 years lince they are written. Sure 


_ my/; 4 lence was no furious Contradidion. 
. 1 find that when Mr. Tombes publiſhed them 
jug ago, and they have been in your own hands 
Mr. Tombes his Book, neither you nor others Tull nc 
' + that I know of, ſhewed me any ſuch fury in the 

| And thoſethat I have ſpoke with ſay, that there is1 
ſuch thing, but that his Reply is paſſionate, ( whi 


 * 1 leave to others judgment that' ye may read them 


his Book together. ) 

4. I find that in 1659. when I endeavoured 
verfivade Mr. Lambe and Mr, Allen to Chriſtian Ci 
cord, that I did not ſtrive againſt their Anabaptiſh 
but only to ſatisfhe them, that bolding that differen 
they yet ought to ſatisfie themſelves, in that which | 
took to be their Duty, and to hold loving Communicn n 
the Churches and Chriſtidns of the other mind,” And wh 
they had renounced their Separation, it was not I | 
their own Light, - Experience and Conf der ation ( 
what other helps I know not.) that made them | 
nounce their fnabaptifiry. 

. When before that, there wasa Treaty in Lon 
for the Reconciling of the Presbyterians & Independe 
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I did firſt at home to the Miniſters of Worceſter /0, - 


maintain by a ſet Diſputation, that it was our Du 
ſeek Peace and Communion with the Anavaptiſts ; 

after ſent up the Terms of that deſired Concord tol 
don, to Mr. Allen, who at ſome Meetings for t 
purpoſe, told me the buſineſs went hopefully on, 


on 


h Ww 
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the Confuſions in 1659. diſturbed and overthrew - | 


6. I have alove 20 years In Print and Pulpit 


ace 


(3) 
ntly told the Churches, that they are greatly be- 
den to Gods Providence in permitting the Anabaps 
$ to call us ſo lowd to the ſerious conſideration of 
Baptiſm ; and that if thoſe that were Baptized 
Infancy be not brought to as ſerious underſtanding, 
| reſolved a renewing of that Covenant, as if they 
never been Baptiſed before, yea and paſs not out of 
ſtate of Infant Church-memberſhip into that of . 
Adult, by a ſolemn tranſlation in owning their Co- 


"47, theſe Church GCorruptions will be continued 


ich are the Scandal and Temptation of . Ana- 
Wriſts. And to that end I wrote a Treatife of Coz- 
nation. TT , | 
. I have Printed in this Book: ( recited by Mr. 
et in the end of his Qzeres) ſuch an Offer of Bro= 


2 Cl8-iy Concord with the Anabapriſts, ( ſuppoſing our 


tinned difference in that point ) even the very words 
"Wſuch a Profeſſion on which both parties may with 
tual forbearance live in brotherly Love and Com- 
Wnion, as never any man did to me accuſe either of 

Wor, Unlawfulneſs, or Inſufficiency to that end. 
1d if you reſolve that you will have zo Commu- 
with any in the world, but thoſe that are of your 
nion againſt Infamt- Baptiſm, your Communion will 
narrower than mine, and {auch talk as this of yours 

ever like to draw me to your mind; _ 
8. 1 have many years inſiſted more upon the terms 
W2d improvement: ) of our Baptiſmal Covenant, as 
ntaining that very Touch-ſtone, or ſtate of Evidence, 
which both our /ancere Grace, and our right to 
arch Communion muſt be tryed, than any man that 
now of ; of which my Family Book is a full proof, 
9. To the Reconciling of men herein, I have-oft 
wed, that If our Childrens part in the Covenant. of 
ace upon their Parent's ps of them to God, ws 
| 2 "I 


2 


(4 


Jo their Church-memberſhip, were but yielded, the riſec 
( whether they ſhould aQtually be Baptized with Wil 

ter ) would be much leſs cauſe of our diſtance and all t 
nation, than on both ſides it is uſually judged. YMT! 
if the Anabaptiſts would but ſay, [ / Dedicate Wet 
Child to God, as far as he bath given me power, and befor 
tily om that God may be bis Father, Chriſt bis Savioln 

and the Holy Ghoſt his Sand@ifier : } And did ever a 
of you prove this to be a ſin? And we are ready Ws f 
our part to profeſs that [' Infant- Babtiſm will ſave {Bu 
- "at age that conſent not tothe ſame boly Covenant. } MW! 
19. Ihave oft told the world that though the AnWyf 
ent Churches denyed not their Childrens part in Wl « 
Covenant of Grace, nor their right to Pardon and SWtin 
vation, and Infant Church memberſhip by that ConWike 
nant, yet the Time when Children themſelves ſhoyſPul: 
be ſolemnly Baptized, was left in the. Churches forth: 
: boye 200 years to every ones free choice ; ſome ( ail 
the moſt Chriſtians) uſually Baptizing them quiciWav' 
aud others thinking as Tertull;an, that it would biggie C 
them faſter if they ſtayed ſomewhat longer ;, or, as M4! 
z#anzene thought, till they were three or four yell © 
old; even as one that hath right to a Crown in his {2 | 
fancy, may have hjs Coronation performed either tac] 
or afterward, _ I | 
11, Ihave oft told the world that I woudl have tſp 11 
liberty and moderation again revived, and that I wong>vt 
have no Anabaptilt perſecuted or excommunicated MeV 

that his Opinion, ap J 
12. I never perſecuted any of them, nor perſwad{Pke: 
any todo it; nor never endeavoured to hurt thefſÞea! 
\ nor denyed them any good that I could do themW2tl 
( though I told you truly that even they of Mr It | 
Church that had ſeemed wy old Friends, ſought my {M7 
or r4ine, by way-laying a man that told them he aqÞac! 
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d Letters of mine, violently taking them from-him 

1 carrying them up to Zozdorn to the Council, to 

H. Y. &Cc. ) | 
his is the account that my Reviewing Conſcience 

eth. me of my dealing with the Anabaptiſts, with 

zom to this day I ſtill plead for Love and peaceable 

Mmunion upon terms of mutual forbearance : And 


ether it. be holy Patience and Humility that takes 


s for Fire and Fury,. and cannot bear it, conſider, 
But. yet Fury and Folly you coptouſly exclaim a- 


Winſt, and call me to Repent: I thank you aloe 
er 


y for that boneſt wholſome word [_ Repent ] whet 

ll or ill applied. But your many ſcorns at my Re- 
tings ſcarce will agree with the invitation; Were 
ike to: have Life and Leiſure for ſach a work, I 


Wuld reſolve to Review all my Writings juſt in the 
Wthod that Auſtin did, and to tell the Readers what 


iſlike in them ;z which having no reaſon to expect, 


Wave ſo dealt already with thoſe that moſt needed it, 


1 corrected others 1n the later Impreſſions. If you 


Fd no Repentance, and have written as much as I, 
W& chat without any fault, you have. been happier 


in I. And yetlI intend not to give over Writing, 

caching, Praying, praiſing God, or. Conference 

h men, becauſe I cannot do any of them innocent- | 
in a manner that needed no Repentance. 

But upon the full peruſal of your Letter, I mult fay, 


ever had a more Wordy, Windy, Empty Invita- 


n to Repentance, that I remember in my life, I 


Wked ſtill when the faults wss told me, and ſome words 


leaſt named that were guilty of the folly or fieryneſs 
ntioned.; 'or ſome of my particular fins proved, 
it I might be convinced ; I looked to find fome one 
gument of my Books confuted and proved waing.or 


W-<ious. Bur it renewed in me that gricf and pity, 


9 TT for 


_ 2."a80u? Yea thus. do the Tofidet themſelves now 


3 gs by to the Church of Chriſt ? W whic 


( 6 ) 1 
for the ſtrange iſeaſedneſ; of ſuch Diſſenters ,( while": 
 Mr.. Danvers had before cauſed ) to find ſuch ab hriſt 

- dance of Rhetorical Inveftives, without one wordMWroat 
Proof : As if you had prevaricated, and had a deffpurs 
to have kept me fron Repentance, by telling me I had Mov ? 
_ particulars to Repeat of that you could ſhew. attia 
What do all your Generals of [ no a»ſwer ] afff8c4/97 
tergiverſation, and abundance the like ſignifie, to © ©" 
man of common ſenſe, unleſs this be the meaning}©'< * 
them, |_ Is it xr. Danvers bis Opinion and mine pk © 
you art fooliſh, fiery, injurious, frivolous, &c. Thereſ le M 
you muſt Repent of this, though we ſay "_—_ that ſho" of 
convince a reaſonable may. ] "ce 
- But, I muſt retrat} what 7 bave written apainſt A here 
baptifts - - for you invite me to it by a torrentof GeſſÞ®" ! 
ral Accuſations, and let me know that Mr. D. M 22 
you do think me Hetorodox. ] And juſt fo doth] ll 
Peri and the Quakers do alſo : And fo 4 the Papl An: 
and with as great confidence and Oratory perhapy Bu 
yours; And fo do the accuſers of the Non-conformi9'®®. 
in many Volumes : And fo do many other Parti 
And muſt I be therefore of all their minds ? Or 1 und 
more of yours than of theirs, if I-have nothing fiſÞ"<*' 
you but confident Generals, which they can ſay as 


ade Es and muſt 1 therefore. yield? ok 
But 1 bave written Fierily againſt My. Dative wad 

T. Did I begin with Mr. D. or be with me? », Bl” . 
I ſid any thing offenſive to him, beſides the deted”*** 

| of his farvellons audacity i in range heaps of ut, am j 
3n matters of Fa&t? and his lamentable injury th #/2% 


"Sr 1 know you not," and ſhould I tell you wh "Irs 
Spirit in' your {lf, ' your copious 'outcrys, -andfff ;;© 
-tream tenderneſs of our ſen and contraditpion of I 

nl 
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:Wcws, and how unlike to the voice of a ſheep of 
lMhriſt it is to cry ſo loud, as if the knife were at your . 
-dMroat, when we do . but tell the Church of your Er- - 
furs and Tnjuries to the Truth upon the urgency of 
4 MWour reſtleſs importunity : Should I tell you what ſtrange 

artiality you ſhew in finding eekneſs, Truth, and 

Mc a/0r in Mr. Danvers his Book, and Folly, Fire, and 
vo anſwer in mine, I could not expect that you ſhould 

yer the more be convinced, or Repent, but rather 

Wke that alſo for Fiery, as taking me for an uncapa- 
oMJlc Monitor. Burt I deſire you only to ask the Opini- 
1.1 of the judicious and impartial herein ; for Reper- 

ance to your ſelf ſhould be no odious thing. And 

hereas you tell me over and over what all wiſe mer 

ow think and ſay of me, and of my Writings, ain not - 
an vnhappy. man that never met with one of thoſe 

iſe men, but your {:1f and ſuch profeſſed oppoſites 

Anabaptiſts, Qnakers, Papiſts, or {uch like.) _. 

W But what if / be fooliſh, and you be wiſe ? Cannot 

W/ou ſuffer fools gladly, ſeeing you your ſelves are 

viſe? And is your impatient. and general Invectives, 

1nd your ſelf-jaſtifging, an infallible proof of -your 
great Wiſdom :! ; 7 
. Brother, upon the deepeſt ſearch that I am able to 
ike in above 20 years Conſideration, I am fatisfied _ 
That you b<inoufly wrong the Mercy of God, and the. 
burch, and true Believers, and'heir Seed, by denying 
them that part in Gods Covenant and Meriy, which I 
ave proved he hath ſtated on them in his Word : I 
am fully ſatisfied that God never had Church-Laws 
on earth, whether-1n innocency., or {ince the Fall, 
which extended not the priviledge of a'Covenant and 
Church-ſtats to the Infants of the Church, if they had 
ſuch ( on that ſuppoſition ; ) and that the: Church 
from the days of Adam t:l| now hath had [nfants mem- 
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_ bers by Gods appointment ; and that Chriſt ſo founWone 
' them, and ſo continued them ; and. that' it was the» Maar 
thing that zone did controvert :1I'am ſatisfied fully, thalWger: 
all that are Diſcipled are by command to be Baptized Mr al/ 

and that Nations ſhould be Diſcipled, and the KingdomiM7 +, 

of the world made the Kingdoms of Chriſt ; and Chriland 
would have gathered to his Church the whole "Jeruſalem ra 
as the Hen gathereth ber Chickens, and none were brokeiMTe 
off but for unbelief,, and therefore the Children of beliea 
ing Jews were n6t broken off ; and that we are graffed inWſen 
to the ſame Olive : I am ſatisfied that they that ſo bardhhwhi 
digeFed the forbearance of Circumciſaon, would nefitrat 
ver have /lently pat oper the Unchurching of all the nhmp 
fants, without one word of exception ;, nor Chri#t hav 
ſo far countenanced the Excepters, as to be angry witlpri\ 
thoſe-that would have forbid Children coming to bim, beWua 
cauſe of ſuch is the Kingdom of Heaven, nor the ScripMÞſc. 

' ture have talk'd fo much of Baptizing Houſholds. Wifi 

am not hardened enough to reject ſo plein a Text as Wil 

[ The unbelieving Husband is ſandifyed, &c. elſe wereWuc 

your Children unclean, but now they are holy. ] Nor itate 

' . that onetext to expound SanGifying for Lawfuli | 

Marriage, and Holyneſs for | Legitimation ] wheiWe! 

the words are never ſo taken elſe in the Bible, and mar ; 

_ ny bundred times 1n another ſenſe ; nor to ſay, thalgfur. 

| all Pagans Children are bolyif they be not Baſtards. Ger: 

_ am ſatisfied that man. muſt not teach God how to 

 Tpeak, but carefully enquire what he hath ſpoken Tt 

And ifbut one Text of Scripture acquaint us, dire&tle 

or confequentially of his mind, we muſt be faithful info b! 

obſerving it : I believe that theſe are your thoughtWe: 

as well as mine, and that you verily think that youſſe | 

| hold cloſe tothe Scripture; and that I depart from it Ws n 

- -  Butas I amaswilling tounderſtand it as you are, anWab 

_ at aShardarate ofcoſt of labour, ſo 1 wgll know tha: 
4 . OY ON! 
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Moone e miſtake once deeply received, doth let in abun- 
Wdance more, and fights againſt all the light that would 
adetect and ſhame it : And he that once accounteth 
d WF a1/} ood to be Truth, will account the Defenders of 
m7 74th to be its Enemies. Otherwiſe how could you 
riland ſuch others bring your Conſciences to wreſt. and 
:miEwrangle againſt ſuch abundance of plain Scripture 
Ret exts? Were it but this ove, what could be plainer? 
cM hat is wreſting Scripture | if this be not, to force a 
inſcnſe of any and Santification upon one. Text, - 
rawhich is never found elſe in any Text, and the con- 
neMtrary, ordifferent ſenſe near ſix hundred times: 15 this 
impartial dealing with Gods word ? And do you think 
av@hat Paul mentioneth-that as a great and comfortable 
witpriviledge of Believers, which belongs to Heathens e- 
beFually with them ? Why do you not your ſelves ſtill 
ripWſe that language then, and ſay, that the Children of 
Ss. Wrfidels are boly, when too many. will ſcarce allow the 
 aS$Witle to any Adult Chriſtians that are. r.ot of your Sec, 
veranuch leſs to the Children of Chriſtians, though dedi- 
r 10Fated by Baptiſm to God ? 
will But being called by you to a Review, 1am again re- 
henffmembered, that our Saviour bimſelf was a Church mem- 
Wer in bis Infancy, even the chiefeſt, that is, the Head ; 
thalFMr. Tombes confeſſeth ir : Let not your opinions in- 
ds. Fereſt draw you to deny ir, nor to call my allertion 
v IF rotten diftating. ] If you ſhould, | would ask of you, 
en Wt what age Chriſt began to be C briſt, and the Churches 
etl ead, as we ask the Socinians, At what age be began 
zl iſo be God ? And if an Infant WAS capable of being the 
gh ead, King, Prieſt, and Propbet Relatively, though yet 
yo © had never Raled, Sacrificed, or Tangbt, then there 
m 1t Ws nothing in the Jafant Age, which maketh it unca- 
, anable .of being cmbers, Sutjeds, and Diſciples of 
tha ariſc : And it is like rhat Irengus was not deceived, 
on = who 


( 10) 
who faith that he San&@ified the ſtate of Infancy by bein 
an Jnfant, and we have reaſon to judge, thathe 4 
thereby 9 vive ns notice that the fant 4ze 1s not ut 
acceptable to him, nor uncapable of Church Kelatia| 

Truly Sir, the ſerious thought of Chriſts Infant-R 
lation is a very great confirmation of me againſt tho 
| that exclude all mankind in their Infancy from t 
Covenant and Church ,, even as Chriſts ordinary Con 
munion in the Synagoges and Temple, 1s an inſupt 
able argument with me againſt unlawtut Separations 

And God himſelf calling Infants his Servants, w| 
do no adral ſervice; Levit. 25.41, 42. yea and calli 
them Diſciples, Acts. 15. 10. prevaileth more wil 
me; than the words of any one that ſhall ſay, Th 
are  uncapable of being Servants, or Diſcitles. If t| 
Infant-age did not render them uncapable of bei 
SubjeFs of Chriſts Kingdom, and Members of 
Chuorch ( Univerſal and Particular ) before Chri 
Incarnation, it. maketh them not - ſince uncapable 
the like or ſame Relations. 

And why ſhould I ſuſpect ſuch incapacity? are 1 
Infants Ke Jon of other Societies ? are they not, me 
bers of Families ? and. may not a Family be Sandi 
dy dedication toGod ? are they nor members 0 
the Kingdoms in the world ? and is it not the comm 
light 4 Nature, which teacheth all. men {ſo to eſt 
them ? are not Infants the Kings Subjedts ? and vi 
may they not as well be Chriſts SubjeGs as the King 
Have they not Right of Inheritance and Hononr ; even 
Crowns, Lora(hips, and Lands? Do any Natioas un 
Heaven level all Children, as it the Parents commill} 
cated neither good or evil to them? What reaſon oil * 
to ſappoſe that Chriſt obliteratetheven Natores Lay ; 
- Andifyou deny not Original Sw, why ſhould | 

think that God Is ſo Cy prone: to pi 


CH). 
1088 14 441m more than to pardon and ſave ; as that while 
UL Infants are made /inful and miſerable by their Pa- . 
ents, yet. not one in the world ſhall have ſo much as a 
part in Chriſts meritorious Righteouſneſs, and the 
ee grace and pardon of his Covenant, upon the Pa- 
rents dedication of bim to God, and entring bim by con- 
ent into bis Covenant ? Doth ſin abound fo much more 
than Grace, as that Condemnation is paſſed upon all - In- 
ants for and by their Parents /3n, and the free Covenant 
W -ift doth not pardon any fin to any ove Infant in the 
world upon any condition which the Parent can per-- 
form ( not any other.) Ni a mp 
You never yet by al} your words ( for all words are 
not Light and Proof) did convince me that it was zo 
Benefit to Infants before Chriſts Incarnation to be Cove- 
nant-members of his Church ( particular and Univer- 
fa], ) Nor that Chriſt eame to deprive them all of 
that benefit : Mr. Tombes his pretences that it rs 4 Be- 
nefit to Chriſtians to have all their Infants put or kept out 
of the Church State and Mercies, 1s ſfoabſurd, againſt - 
Nature, that 1 am aſham'd to ſay any more againſt it : 
If it be our Benefit to have no Covenant-gift of Chriſt, 
Pardon and Life to our Children, may you not next ſay, 
It is our Benefit to have them damn'd ? And if 
it were {o,. Nature tcacheth ns to be loath to receive 
opr Benefits by ſuch means; as one would be loath 
that a Phyſician-ſhould cure his Sickneſs by a draught 
J of the heart blood of all his Children. - 
n - Sir, I conld the caſilier bear with your delay of ex- 
teraal Baptiſm, if you did not deny all Infants their 
m part in the Covenant of Life. But when you dare not only 
90 that, but reproach our aſſertion of Gods Covenarnt- 
Grage to them, as [ Abſurd and Heretical 7 it 1s no. 
Fieryneſs to ſay, that 1 will not follow you. Where 
there is no Covenant or Promiſe there is 79 Hope, which 
DES AEM We 


we can call Divine; and if we have no Hope of the 
Pardon or Salvation ofour Children upon any Prom 
of God, it is no Promiſe of ſans that: can keep w 


| "cr 

_ from Deſpair. We may not then ſay as David, 1 foal - 
goto it} any farther than to the Grave. _ * 
Nay do: you not do worſe *than deprive us of ourlM}:y; 


bopes, even lay ſuch. grounds as deſtroy and exclude 
them, by aſentence of damnation ? For God [. addeth 
; to the Church ſuch as ſhall be ſaved. ] And if Infants be 
_ © Not added to the Church, are they not excluded from 
_ Salvation? For Chriſt waſheth and ſarGifieth his Church, 
& he isthe Saviour of bis Body only ;, And ifthey are not 
of - his Church or Body, he waſheth them. not, nor is 
their Saviour effectively. The ſame Text that faith, HeEaor 
that behevetb {ball be ſaved, ſaith, He that believeth 110F hnor 
- ſhall be damned. \ And He that believeth not is condemn-Waeca! 
| ed already. If therefore you allow them no partici-Mas c 
pation in their Parents Faith, but require perſonal Be-Wlive 
lief of them, as neceſſary to their Salvation, according Wcor 
to the Promiſe, you muſt alſo require the ſame of themrhe 
to ſave them from Damnation, by the Threatning, $ 
Did you but leave Chriſtians no more hope than th 
you do Pagans and Turks of their Childrens Pardon and Wſhal 
Salvation, I would not be ambitious of the Joy of your Coy 
opinion; much leſs if you poſetively condemn them. can 
' And what do you leſs, if finding them condemned by MW 4 
_ the violated Covenant of Innocency, you totally ex-ſthe) 
clude them from the Remedying, Pardoning, and Saving ed ; 
Covenant, and from Chriſts Body which he doth ſave. EBut 
_ If you ſay that they may be of his i#2vi/able Church, Pro: 
which is the faved Body ; 1 anſwer, 1. What they may be, you 
tells us not what they are.If they be not ſo much as 91/able {mer 
% Aembers, who can fay that they are inv1/able anes ? 2. Winn: 
\.* Theyare by Nature w1i/6ble Members of the Kingdom of yet 
. A, Satan, and Children of wrath, and viſibly ee the Wmnea 
- Si AWS? 
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ans Condemnation : Therefore till we can prove 
them wi/ably by grace tranſlated out of this ſtate of na- 
ture, their 21/zble Condemnation cannot be denyed. 

And what a jumble make you, if you make a great 
part of Mankind to be at once condemned viſible mem- 
bers of the Kingdom of the Dewil, and invi{ble ſaved 
members of Chriſt ? Men may be viſibly Chriſtians, 
"( Hypocrites ) and yet imviſibly wicked ; but to be vi- 
WM/7bly condemned members of the Kingdom of Darkneſs, - 
nnd yet vi/eble members of Chriſt 1s ſtratige to me ; 

Weſpecially conſidering that Hypocrites are vi/zble what 


tfthey are not really, and inviſibly, becauſe they falſely 


profeſs what they have not : But a condemned Infant 
doth not deceive men by diſſembling, but 'we a@txally 


Mow that as a child of Adam, he isa child of fin and 


death : It 1s truly ſo. Therefore we muſt concludethat 
as Gods Word 1s true, he continueth fo, till he be-de- - 
livered by Grace. And the Covenant of Grace 1s the 
Conveyance of, and title to our gracious priviledpes, as 
Wthe threatning is of wrath. _ Fo 
Shall not all that arejudged, be judged by Gods Law; 
( the Law which they were under ? ) And what Law 
ſhall Infants then be judged by ? If they are vader no 
"Covenant of Promiſe that giveththem title to life, how 
{can they have title by it, or bejudpged by it? - _ 
Are they Juſtzfied or not Juſtified f If not Tuſtified 
Wthey are condemned certainly ;and ſhall not be glorifi- 
»g Wed ; for it is the Juſtsfied that are glorified, Rom. 8. 30. 
» {But if they are Juſtified, either it is by ſome Juſtifying 
9, romiſe and Covenant, or without : If without, 1.-Do 
you not give hope alſo to all Heathens. and Hicked 


je men, that though they are condemned by the Law of 


- Finnocency, and not juſtified by any Covenant of Grace, 

yet they may be juſtified without? 2. And by what - 
Wncans is it? by any or none? If by any, by what 21f 
| AIUES by. 
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by none, how know you it? But if it be by any Co 
nant Grant that they are juſtified, it muſt be by tha 
of Grace which I am pleading for or none, For w 
. will not now receive another Goſpel. I 
_ © "Totalk therefore of meer Eledtion, is nothing to a 
ny of this that I have ſaid. EleQtion Juſtifieth not., no 
Aillbtveth the condemning Sentence of the Law, God 
judgeth not men meerly on the grounds of his unreveſf 
led EleQon, but by his Word, which is the Rule. Ant 
were it otherwiſe if unrevealed, none can prove it, and 
therefore muſt not affirm it: : And were it reveled tha 
God will ſave ſome that he promiſeth not to ſave, nal} . 
- giveth them any antecedent right to it; yet 1. Ni" 
man could know by this, whether any one in Enplan: 
_ or Exyope, or in the Worldin his ape ſhaliſo be ſaved 
' nor whether it be many or few, or more than a dozg 
in the world. ' 2. -Andno one can know who any 0 
theſe be ? and ſo can have no notice of comfort for a 
ny of hisown. 3. Nor that Chriſt#ans Infants ſhall b 
faved any more than the Heathens. 
Theſe things, Sir, are not to be. ſubmitted to by 2 a 
Chriſtians, for fear leſt you elſe revile them, or leſt Mr: 
T. ſays, Their blood be on their own heads. Auſtin 8 
called Durus Pater Infantum, for too ſharp a cenſun 
on the vnbaptized ; ( though many miſtake him. [ 
But we ſhould be harder, did we leave all vi/bly cor 
demned without a pardoning word, or any viſible remed 
and hope. 
And truly me thinks you too much horony the Ki ing 
| dom of the Devil, if you make ir” viſibly contain 7 
The Sced of the Woman, even of the Faithful, till the 
*come to age. It is t00 great, 1 will not feign i it to b 
Breater. Were all the Circamciſed Iſraelites, and al 
the boly ſeed till Chrift, at once both in the Church, adl 
in Satan's Kingdora ? It not, ſure it is not fo Ds 
ut 
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( 199); 

Sure 1 am that the Scripture tells vs of a latger 
burch, and a better Covenant, and Promiſes,\and grea- 
Y Salvation under the Goſpel ; and do you bring it 
own to this, to. give us all up to the Devils vijzble 
* x80 without any viGble Rees till we come to 


* And he is ſcarce ſo like to prove a member of Chriſt 
t.age, Who is trained up in the Kingdom of the Devil 
4ll then, as te isthat is educated n the Houſhouldof God. 


Ml here is more of Gods bleſling to be expected I in his 
wr Family than 1n the Devils. 


Either it 1s a ary or no Mercy to be in Chriſts Fa- 
ily or Church ? if none, why do you value it ? if it 
e. why ſhould we think that the Saviour of the World 
rrocureth | it to 70 Infants? nay that he came to leave 
hem ont. Would you not take it for a Mercy if you 


FSclieved that God in Scripture gaveit, to all the Sed 
Df the Faithful dedicated to him ? 1 think you would. 


For my part I believe that the Seed of the. Xzghteous 


Ws bleſſed, 1. Pat 37..26, and that the Children of Sas 


M21, and the 5 unjuſtified ſeed are not bleſ- 
; od : That bleſſed are they whoſe («ns and iniquities are for 


*Wivern and covered, and towhom the Lord zmputeth not ſin; 


nd that this bleſſing ng cometh even oa the uncircumciſed ;, 
Bur not on them who are ynpardoned, and condenmed 
ſpread. 

[ hear many ſad Mothers lamentin g their dead Chil- 
ren, for fear leſt they are damaed : And rhoygh I ne- 
er Was a Father, | can perceive what the concerns 


Wnd bowels of Parents are. But what would they do, 
We they were taught to believe, that no Infant ever in, 


he world, had any ;oſtifying, pardoning Promiſe , 
or viſible Remedy, 'but all rill age are under condem- 


'Wation, by the undiſſolved Obligation of the Law. 


The Antinomians of late years have attempted to 
_ per- 


On 
perſwade men, that ſecret Eleftion juſtifieth from.Ete 
ity, diſſolverh the Laws Obligation, ( before | 
_ - dig oblige, even to- non-exiſtent SubjetFs : ) But few bh 
lieve them, the Errour being ſifficiently laid opg 
And yet what other than this feined Antinomian | 
. ſtification do the Anahaptiſts allow to any Infants j 
the world ! But the Obligation of a law or Covenant i 
pumſhment, miſt according to Gods eſtabliſhed ordef 
be diſſolved by a Law or Covenant, even by the Pardon 


ing Law of Grace. No doubt bur all ele& perſons, be 


fore Regeneration are in the viſible Kingdom of th 
Devil, and heirs of hel}, and under the condemnatiq 
of the Law, as undiſſolved, and they not 
and 15 this the caſe of the beſt of Infants ! 


Had Infants Church-memberſhip been a meer Fen 
iſþ Ceremony, or a meer piece of the 2oſaical Policidlff 


giving no right to any ſpiritual benefits, nor . extend 


ro 4 other but the Jews, we ſhould have judged of i 
as ofthe reſt : But I dare ſay that I have given ul 


proof of the contrary in both my Books, not here tot 
recited ; and haye produced more than [ rotten diff 
_ ates ] that from Adams days Infants were eſteeme 
as under the Bleſſing or the Curſe, as belongingtoth 


Parents, & intereſted in their a@ions & conditions. Be 


ſides that-any heathen might have brought in his chilare 


as Profelitesinto Church-memberſhip with the Jewsſi 
whereas now you allow not ſo much to any Chriſt:au 


And It was before Circumciſion was inſtituted,thy 
Aarriage was regulated by God, that there might 
[_ 2 Seed of God ] Mal. 2.15. J And I will not bel 
 avdaciovs, as to expound that title, of all the Devi 

Children that be not Baſtards. 4 Fog 
- But till you ſay, There is no Scripture Preſident," 
 Precept for Infants Baptiſm. ] ono tan 0 2 
ÞAnfaer, 1. Abuſe not your ſelves and others: -v 


pardoned 


e | 
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e firſt to agree Whether Infants may be Church mem 
rs, and under the Covenant of Grace with their Parents , 


nd then we ſhall next conſider, at what age, and in 


at manner they ſhould be ſolemnly inveſted. Con- 
nnd notdiffering Queſtions: the firſt muſt be firſt re= 
Ived. 2. There is no Scripture preſident for Bapti- 
ng any Kings ; muſt none therefore be Baptized ? 
Scripture tells us not all that was ther done, but all 
at muſt be done. 4. When Baptiſm was firſt inſtitu- 
d and praQtiſed, the Parents muſt firſt be Converted 
1d Baptized. 5. Yet over and over the Baptizing of 
ouſholds is recorded. 6. Infants Church-memberſhip 


Was a thing that they were before mn profeſſion of, and - 


'ÞÞ fort that ever I read of queſtioned it - Therefore 


What need Chriſt inſtitute it anew, any«more than to 


w make the Ten Commandments ? 7, It it had e- 
r been his meaning to diſpoſſeſs them - all, he would 


We told us ſo in ſome word of Scripture, or ſome 


Mention ſure had been made of it. 8. But certainly 


told them that he would bave gathered Jeruſalems Chil- 


i0fſer to him, which is the Nation that was before Gods 


Mburch. 9. And he took Children in his arms and 
iced them, and was angry withthoſe that kept them 


om him; .and faid, Of ſuch is the Kingdom of God. 


;thi 
at Þ 
be1 


Jeu 
Fir duty, bur their exdeavorr ; elſe the Apoſtles had 


þ* 

} * 
L 

1 
"7, 
* 6 


al 


a. And how can we obey Mark 9. 36. 37. and re- 


ive Children in Chriſts name, and as belonging to 

7ſt, if none do viſibly belong to him ? 
2, But Ianſwerfully, There is a full Command for 

fant Baptiſm Mat. 28. 19. Go ye Diſciple me all Na-. 
5, Baptizing them. 

Where note, 1. That it is not the effe@ that is made 


ned when the hearers believed not, and becauſe all 
ations were not Diſcipled. | 
Note that to be files and to be Chriſtians, Acts. 
"ns Ut: \Þ $ 


\ 
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' 1. are made all one; and to be Di/cipled and to if. 
Chriſtened. wn _ "Y Wnuch 
3. Note that it is not here and there ove, but Nai" 7 
ons, that they muſt endeavour to Diſciple : And; loſolel 
the Jews are called a holy Nation, fo it is ſaid, 1 wil} © 
give thee the Heathen for thine Inheritance, Pſal. 2. aif-” * 
Ifa. 55. $8. Mal. 1. 1o, 11, @c. the Converſion of offÞ'® * 
Nations and Heathens 45 promiſed : and the Walf"< ” 
and our Experience hath both ſaid, The Kingdoms of th eachi 
. World are become the Kingdoms of the Lord, and of | nem 
Chriſt. But Kingdoms and Natjons contain Infant, '** 
and he Viſcipleth not a Nation that Diſcipleth no be H 
fants in the Nation. ; W175 
' The Apoſtles were commanded to Diſciple wht nen 
Nations : the Infants are parts of whole NationgP-<2" 
therefore the Apoſtles were bound to endeavour '#*'* 

Diſciple Infants. CE 

Objett. 1t is only the capable parts : but Infants a 

Ideots are net capable parts. TE 
Anſw. 1 have before [ and elſe-where fully 7] pifjÞ <<< 
ved Infants capable parts, as Chriſt was of being He! onſer 
and as Infants are of Societies, and ofa part in Cf, 3: | 
_ wants with men : and /deots having not the uſe of re 0 
{on from the birth, are in the ſame caſe with Infant nen y 
and the DiſtraQted, afrer at age, are nothing to of © 
caſe, but are capable of being Diſtracted membenſ* 9 
and Diſtra&tion is not Excommunication, nor U 
churcheth any. | 
. Obje&. 2. They muſt be made Diſciples by Tea nc 8 


ing, D - 
Anſw. 1. If they be made Diſciples any way, thi 
' muſt be Baptized. 2. As a mans hard or foot dothile®s. 
underſtand by teaching, and yet is part of a Diſa LA_ 
that's made ſuch by teaching ; ſo Infants underſt 
20t, and yet are Infant-Diſciples, as being naturalhM 


bd ' 
RT , 
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uch appertaining to their Parents, that by Gods Law 
he Parents Will goeth for theirs in conſenting for their 
700d, They are Subjeds before they obey, and ſervants 
{ God before they ſerve'him ( as thoſe were to Abra= 
1am that were born to him 1n his houſe, ) and as Chriſt 

23s a Prieſt before he Sacrificed, &c. And ſo they 
re Diſciples before they learn; and made ſuch by that 
Meaching which made their Parents ſuch, and taught 
hem to dedicate them to God. 

If the King ſhould ſend Embaſſadours to perſwade 
Wc Heathens in New-Ergland at once to become Chri- 
W:19ns and his SubjeFs; would any man doubt but 
hen the Embaſſadours prevail with all the Adult to 


_Wccome the Kings SubjeFs, they do thereby make the 
 WVations, and fo all 1afants as dependents on the: Pa- 


ents to be Subjects alſo ?. And if the ſame ſpeech of 
he ſame men make the Parents both Chr:i/t:ans and the 
Wcngs SubjecFs, may it not as truly be faid that that 
peech made the Infants Chriſtians ( when the Parents 
onſent Jas Subjects when they conſent ? 

3. If. atual Learning or believing were neceſlary 
Mo the Chriſtianity, or Church-memberſhip of all, 
Then whenever any one were Mad or Diſtracted, or in 
$2 Appoplexy ( it not every night while he is aſleep ) 
e ſhould'ceaſe to be a Chriſtian and Church-member. 
SF And it Infants as part of Nations muſt be made. 
W:/cip!cs, and all that are Diſcipled be Baptized, ( as 


Wc laveſting at) then here is a plain conimand to 
" Wzptize lnfants : All that muſt be Diſcipled muſt be 


iWaptized ; Infants muſt be Diſcipled : Therefore In- 

Wants muſt be Baptized : What have you more for 

W2ptizing Kings ? ey 

WM And it men ask for Scripture Preſedent, or fuller 

root; x. I alſo require them to give me ary one 

F<! 1pture Preſedent, where ever any one that was the 
C 2 Child 
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Child of a Chriſtian, and not at age-when the Parent 
were made Chriſtians, was afterward Baptized whe 
he came to age ! Prove that and you will pron 
{omething.” 

2, I ask them whether many points in Divinity IX 
not now taken as neceſſary, or ſure, tor which ng 
the fourth part ſo much is produced out of Scripture: 
1 have done for the Church-memberſhip of lntants, 

And ſceing you have ſo importunately called me tt 
a Review ; I will add theſeftew things more. [ 1.] 
What Benefits | perceive cometh by Infants Bapriſm l 
[11 ] What hurt would come if you could preval I 
. againſtit. [ 11, ] What fin you would draw ment 
by rejecting it, [IV.] And I will tell you wha 
thanks therefore I owe to God for preſerving m 
from your miſtakes and way. 

I. And I cannot but think that all theſe following 
are Mercies notto be deſpiſed. 1. To be Gods Children 
and God to be their God and Father. 2. To be Chrili 
Members, and Chriſt to be their Head and Saviour 
3. Jo have the Holy Ghoſt in Covenant with ther 
to give them his Grace and help as ſhall be neceſſan 
to them upon the further terms on which it 15 by iv | 
grees to be communicated, ( of which more anon.) 
4- 'T'v have the pardon of Al Original (in, as to thi 
damning puniſhment, and ſo to have the Laws Cor 
demanation diſabled. 5. To be members of ſo hol 
ſafe, and honourable a Society as the Churcin. 6, Tl 
have their Love and Prayers as Members. 7. To hat 
Parents obliged ſolemnly to endeavour to educate ail 
uſe their Children as members of Chriſt, fellow Cit 
Zens With the Saints, and of the Houſhold of Gol 
8. To have right to Heaven, ſo dying, by Gods gil 
9. For Parents and Friends to have comfortable nt 
tice e of all this, 10: And that they are not under til 

powll 
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power and Kingdom of the Devil, as thoſe that are 
WRebels againſt the Covenant, or that are without. 

' HI. Should your perſwaſions prevail againſt Infant- |. 
Baptiſm , theſe evils I think would follow. And 
Mwhereas you ſay, that your Think is as good as my 
WThink, pardon my modeſty, and while you follow 
your own Thizk, give me and others leave to judge of 
mine,by the evidence at leaſt of probability which I bring. 
1, I think that Chrititian Parents would want one 
Yof their 122tives to live in Thankfalneſs to God, and. 
to magnifie the Grace of the Redeemer, if they did be- 
licve that all lnfants are in the viſible Kingdom of the 
EDevil, and have no Promiſe or Covenant-Grace of 
Pardon, Remedy, or Lite. 
2. The want of this Demonſtration of Divine Love _ 
would be a diſadvantage to their Love to God ; For 
- MAWhere much is forgiven, there will be much Love. 
Y 3. It would deprive Chriſtian Parents of all the 


-oMforementioned Comforts for their Childrens good, 


and leave them to mourn for the dead as thoſe that 
have no hopes, which any Promiſe of God alloweth 
Fthem. | oO 
S 4. Parents would be more negligent in the pious 
education of their Children, than they are ; for their 
ſolemn Vow and Promiſe is a great additional Qbliga- 
'Ytion 
5- Young Perſons would be. more bold in ſim, when 
Wthey know that they are under no Covenant, Vouw or 
YPeromile to the contrary : And they would uſvally de- 
(ay their Repentance aud Baptiſm ;, as Conſtantine, and 
Many in thoſe times'did ; as thinking that [| all ſin is 
done away when 1Repent and am Baptized ; but it is 
of more dangerous to fin after Baptiſm than before : And 
$70 moſt would think it beſt to l:ve out of he Church, 
gand to die init; to live as Infidels, and die as Chriſtians ; 
E- - ES: tO 


0 
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to liveafter the fleſh as do the wicked, . and to be reMWyat: 
generate before death, and to die the death of thiff, mi 
Righteous. | | &. 
6. Theſe delaies would do [| as delay of Repey, 
tance now doth to many, 7] even drive away Goda; 
Spirit, forfeit grace, harden the heart, ſo that fel 
delaters would be converted. | 

7. By theſe delayings of Repentance and liberty 
ſins, wickedneſs would more abound, and ſo God 
judgments againſt the land be more increaſed. 

g. Pagans and Infidels would he hardened ani 
encouraged, by the multitudes of the unbaptized, 
and the paucity of Chriſtians. 

9. For Chriſtians would be but few in compariſoy 
of the multitude : juſt as Mr. Tombes thinks ChrilfCku 
would have it, [here one and there one. | Ware 

' 10. And while ſome delayed their Baptiſm in ſcruTur 
ple, (as many now do the Lords Supper ( and otherfſltize 
to take the liberty i2 ſinning ( which were like to by} C 
the common caſe of youth ) and others in /er/ele{ihor 
negligence, the Baptized and Unbaptized would gronfand 
(like our Non-conformiſts and Conformiſts ) into diffithe 
finct Parties, upon diſtinCt Intereſt in point of Repu 1 
tation ; and ſo the unbaptized become the AdverſzFfor 
ries ( for the moſt part ) of the Baptized. ma' 

11. And the Rich, and the Multitude being uſually 1th 
the Unbaptized party, they would be ſtill the ſtrong 
eſt, and the Governours of the reſt ; and the Laws andſ]ter 
Government would be ſuch as the Governours. . of 

12. And hereupon the Church would be ( as beÞÞſ: 
fore the days of Conſtantine ) ordinarily under Perf 
ſecution. ens, 

13 This Perſecution would detain the moſt fron js 
looking towards Chriſtianity, and ſo hinder multi} 
| tudes from/coming in to Chriſt : and woe to rs mi 

| nay 
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 IeShat ſo offend or hinder ſuch little ones; It were better 
thi; milſtone were hanged about their necks and they 
Frere xaſt into the depth of the Sea. 

14 There wouid then be no /andified Families de- 
dicated to. God, ( except thoſe few that had no 
"FChildren. ) Z 

15. Muchleſs would any Nation be Diſcipled, or a- 
ny one Kingdom be the Kingdom of the Lord, and of bis 
BCbr:/s. | | 

Tris is not the Condition that I deſire and pray 
for : If you doubt of all or any of this, look to the 
REatern parts of the world, and be not worſe-than 
Fthoſe that will learn by nothing but experience. Judge 
whether under the Turkiſh Government the Greek 
Church be grown better, and whether the Chriſtians 

are more and holyer than heretofore. And yet the 
*RTurks give Liberty of Religion, which molt Unbap- 
tized Princes do not. 
FF O dreadful Caſe ! That ever Religions perſons 
ſhould Study, Preach, Pray, and fervently Diſpute 
NJand Write to bring the Chriſtian world to this, as for 
the advancement of Religion ! | 
4 11. To tell you of /znning, I ſuppoſe will be taken 
risFfor fiery fury ; or a Reproach of the Godly : But 1 
may teil you why I am not of your md, and what fr 
Ithink 7 /pould be guilty of, 1t I were. EY 

1. God made ita duty for Parents ſolemnly to en- 
ter their Children, by Dedication, into the Covenant 
of God ( as44s aft proved. ) And how will men an- 


zally 
INg- 
and 


bel ſer the non-performance hereof any more than their 
Per-Þl.zot Praying for them, Or not feeding or Cloathing them ? 
| 2. Whata fin is it to rob Chriſt of /o great a part of 
rom bs Church ? » iD q 
21tifſ 3. What a ſin ſo to deny the Goſpel Grace and Pro. 
oy miſe, and to hide ſo much of the Love of God ? 

tay 


C 4 4: What 


by 


£l 
FR What a ſin fo far to confound the ſtate of Chi, 
ſttans and Pagans, as to Childrens bleſſing ? 
5. Whataſlin ſo to enlarge and bonour the Devil 


Kingdom, as to give bim all-mankind viſibly, till thg 
come to age ? 


6. What a ſin to rob Parents of i mach of the 
_— comfort. 


. What a fin to deprive ſo many millions of Coll | 
at-pardin, Grace and Life, by hindering the —_ ths 


tance and conſent ?. the 
8. What aſin thus to change and take from thi vir 
Word, yea from the very Covenant of God ? I fre 


9. What aſin tovilifie ſo great Ty; as if it wen pr 
none, and to preach ſuch 1ngratitude ? 

10. What a ſin ſo to diſhonour Chriſt, as if fink 
bounded ſo much more than his Grace, as that all lo 
fants being viſibly condemned, not one in the work 
is yiſibly pardoned or ;nſtified ; ? Mc 

14, Yea to make Chriſt £ like Satan and contran 
to himſelf, as to come into the world to caſt or key 
all mankind in Infancy out of the Church and 
venant of Grace ; And when his Name is called Feſu 
becauſe he ſaveth bis people from their ſins, he will tak 
none for his people, till age, nor ſave any Iofant viſibly 
from ſin, eitherguilt or habit, and ſo be zo Jeſus toa 
ny but the Adult, that we can know of : when 
| before his coming it was otherwiſe ; And fo to mak 
the Goſpel much harder than the Law, and the yokt 

of Chriſt harder than the yoke of Cirumciſion. 
12. Yea and to make the Goſpel Church more nat 
row and unhappy than all the Pagan Nations were by 
fore, whoſe Children might have been Proſelited wil 
theParents. | 
13. What a ſin is it to teach men to be thus UNDA 
tural, and cruel to their Off-ſpring ? 
14. Wha 


. 
d 


»; 
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4. What a ſin to teach all that are not Re-bapti- 

Ys, *<hat they break no Baptiſmal Vow or Covenant, 

nor (in againſt it, becauſe they never were Baptized ! ? 
15. And 1S1t nothios ſo to croſs our Prayers, [ Let 

l, Kingdom come | and to pray and endeavour that 

 Chriſts Kingdom may not extend to any of mankind, 
till they actually at age believe ; 

& But the great difficulty which ,it will be expected 
F that I reſolve, is, Whether I do not imply, Thar - 
f the Children of true Chriſtians dedicated to God, 
 ving faving Grace in their Infancy, may after fa 
| from it, ſeeing experience tells us, that too many 

prove ungodly. 

| 1 Anſwer, 1. So much of Scripture, and fo great 


and many Mercies muſt not be all denyed, when a _ 
In difficulty ariſeth in the way, which we cannot at the 


J preſent anſwer : Elſe what would become of moſt 
mens Chriſtianity it felf ? 


l 2. This was no difficulty to the antient Fathers, no 


SF not to Avguſtin and his followers, and fo to all the 


J x2own Church of Chriſt for athouſand years after the 
Apoſtles, who commonly held that even of the Adult, 
kY many fall fromrrue Grace, Juſtification, and a ſtate of 
f' Lite ; ſome appropriating perſervance to the Ele&, 
( as Auſtin ) and ſome to the confirmed in Grace, and 
a ſome to-both. + 
3. It is hard that they that cannot extricate them- 
_ Ives out of ſuch difficulties, will but reproach thoſe 
that offer them their help : 'But this is not. the firſt 
j fime that I have ventured-upon their Ingratitude : 1 
x ipeek of it ſtil] as a difficulty ; but what 1 have ſaid in 
wh my [ More Reaſons for Infants Church- memberſhip. ] 
kemeth more probable to me, viz. 
M1 1. All Chriſtians confeſs that Adam fell froma ſtate 
$i Salvation, or rightto Life, at preſent. ; 
| — 2. Adams 
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2: Adams Grace which he loſt, was a Power to Loy 
God, and obey him, which he could uſe or ſuſpend. 
3. Beyond a meer Power, there isin the ſanQified hy 
the in-dwelling Spirit of Adoption ; Gracious habiy 


hey 
[3s 


Whi 


of Love and Obedience ; What Adam had of thislſ 5: 


am not here to determine. 1 
' 4. Beyond meer weak Habits, there 1s in ſom, 
ſuch Habits as are ftrong confirmed and radicated. 


(5- And in Heaven above all theſe, there is jul 


Perfet10n. ) - - 
Now I apply this, 1. Anal and Fiabitual, Low 


and Obedience, 1s in the ſanGified Adult by the in 


dwelling Spirit ; For AFual Love and Obedience j 
their Duty, which the Habit 1s joyned to. 


2. Vocation giveth Faith and Repentance in AGF, with or 
ſome ſeminal difpofition to the ſaid Ads and Habits d 
 Loveand Obedience, (as Ame/inus Medull. de Orat.) 

not yet Habits; and this Yocation goeth before Sandi 
fuation, Faith being the Condition on which the Spt- 


rit of Adoption and SanQtification is promiſed. 


3. So much Grace may be given to Jfants, as wal 


to Adam, as to meer Power to do what he did not, and 
as the Dominicans call ſufficient, or neceſſary Grace, 
and perhaps ſuch as is the #2itial Diſpolition before 
full Sancification. And this may much qualifie then 


for preſent Pardon and JuStification, For Attual Low 
and Obedicice 18 not their Duty, and conſequently not 


the proper habit, beyond a Power and ſeminal Diſpoſiti- 
on, as of neceſſity ..to their firſt ſtate of Grace : And 
as Adam lo this much, ſo may they. 


4. The San@ifying Spirit of Adoption, is not. prof 
miſed to Infants to work ſuch 4&s in them as they are 


not yet capable of, nor ſuch Habits, as in Gods uſu- 


al order follow ſach As; But he is Related to them 5 
their San&ifier, becauſe Chriſt will ſend the Spirit 5 


the) 
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hey come to the uſe of Reaſon, to help them in holy 

MWg, and fo to Habits, if they forfeit not his help. 

"M\Which ſome do ( beſides the perfidious negle& of 

i MParents ) and loſe that Infant-Grace. | 

ll 5. But all Gods Ele ſhall certainly have more than 

 Wthis Grace of ſufficient, neceſſary, loſable Power and Di- 

ne M/po/32ion, and ſhall at age have actual Faith, Love, and 

Obedience if they live, : 
6.. What ever Infant dyethin the ſtate of that Grace 

& Diſpoſption ( which we call ſufficient, & in its nature 

oo wasas loſable as Adams) ſhall be perfe&ted in his acceſs 

into the perfeCting Glory ( as all imperfect Saints are, ) 

e ifand is one of the Ele&, and ſhallby Promiſe be ſaved : 
W( allowing degrees of Glory :) If there be no need, 

or evidence of this ſolution, and you have any other 

Wſurer way, then caſt this by as [_ rotten di@ating. 

Thus far I have giyen you an account of my Re- 

view : But yer I here repeat again *That if you © 

Spill could be contented your ſelves, to fatisfie your 

* own Conſciences. to be Baptized, ( as one that 

* doubted wether he were well Married - would ſe- 

* cure it by being Married over again ) and would 

ME afterward live peaceably in communion with your 

© Brethren, and not to appropriate Church-commy- 

* nion to your Seq. And if you would not deny our 

© Infant part in the Covenant of Grace, the promiſe . 

ot © of Pardon, and lifeby Chriſt, and our Infant Church» 

| * memberſhip, and only delaied the Baptiſmal Inveſti- 

* ture, as Tertullian deſired, for the more ſolemn in- 

* auguration, and obligation ; Though I ſhould not 

>roffl © be of your mind, I ſhould live in as loving forbear-= 

r areſle* ance and Communion with you, as with other 

uſu-N © Chriſtians. 

n 3 But if when we are for Peace, you are for Church- 

t {4 Wars, and cannot differ from ns without Dividing, 

the Un- 
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Unchurching,Unchriſtening, avoiding, and even Cop, 
temning or Slandering almoſt all the Chriſtians in hf 
and former ages, in ſuch things I will have no Con, 
munion with you. 4 
The Fathers likened Re-ordaining, and Re-baptizin, 
Ifany would fatisfie his own Conſcience with being g. 
dained again for ſurety, not Unchurching, Degrading 
Avoiding, Reproching, Perſecuting thoſe that are ng 
of his mind, I would break no peace with ſuch a Re. 
; ordained Perſon : But if the Re-ordaining Sectaries wil 
ſay as you, Our way only is right, we only are the tru 
Miniſters and Churches, and turn like to Donatiſts,| 
am not of their mind. Y ; 
 And1 here profeſs, that while 1 tell you of my dif. 
ſent from your Extream, it implyeth no liking of thifh, «ir 
contrary extream of thoſe that would confound thilff, 
Chriſtians & the Heathens, ſo-far as equally to BaptiſÞ..ce x 
all their Children, if any Baptiſed perſon will butg;n- 
perfidionſly promiſe that for them, which they neverlſhe-;; 
made any intelligent man believe that ever they intenſ,q.q 
ded to perform : Nor can I love the Hypocritical Relilf,,, ,1, 
_ Lion of the Thariſees,which turneth almoſt all into Ce; 4..,; 
remony, as if they had to do with none but Children;ſſio+ of 
nor the turning of Catechiſing and Confirmation intoiJijic jy 
lifeleſs Formality, to be inſtead,of a ſcrious Profeſſion ali As 
ace, of the ChriStian Covenant, and a ſolemn intelligenthhar 1 
tranſition to the Church Priviledges of the Adult. Whenr: | 
\ know that it 1s Satans game, firſt to draw Hypocriteſſto int 
to mortifieGods Ordinances, and turn Religion intoaler rh; 
Image or a Carkeſs;, and thence to ſtir up others in *#| yg 
veral Seats, inſtead of Rewiving them, ro Loath andiſly,;» 7 
Bury them. Woe to the World becauſe of Offences | ;; 
znd Woe to them by whom they come. Wind nf 
. Before I come to my Fourth Part, which is my AMWhar a 
plication to my ſelf, I muſt take notice of ſome montfling be 
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ff your Applicatory Letter in the way : And if I difor- 
Werly repeat ſome things, in following ſo diſordered a 

MW cader, you (at leaſt, whatever others do) muſt takeir 
Waticntly, it being far ſhort of the tedious work which 
Won ſeem to call for : You would have Mr. Danvers 


*Mis Letter Anſwered, and you would have better 
Wroof for Infant Baptiſm. It is not my power to be-. 
lieve the Reaſons of my two Books, which you gere- 
"Fally take for none, to be nv ſound Reafons ;, nor to be- 
lieve Mr. Danvers his Bovks not to be ſuch a bundle of 
Wn1oſt groſs miſtakes and Untruths, as I ſcarce ever before 
net with, from a profeſſed Chriſtian, If 1 miſtake, it 
Ws not in my Power to do otherwiſe; were [ to die 
Whis hour. And if I have offended the Anabaptiſts by 
a faithful perſwading them to Repert of the doleful 
ork which they have made in England, my Conſci- 
nce more accuſeth me for doing it mo more, than for 
doing ſo much. If you take all mea for as bad as you 
Uldeſcribe me, . that wiſh your Repentance for ſuch works. 
MB:nd alſo for our woful Church Diviſnops, and differ from 
you about Infant-Baptiſm., and that yet beg tor mutual 
Morbearance, and: peaceable Communion with you, I am 
Moot of your ſpirit or mind, and hope neither to live nor 
le 1n fo narrow a Communion. | © 
As for any more Aſawering any of you, thoſe. 
hat I converſe with, tell me it 1s needleſs; 1 re- 
peat that | have been drawn by Contenders ſo often 
to interrupt more uſeful work, If more be needful, 
Wet them doit that have leiſure, and longer life. 
You fay, that It is now a common queſtion whether 
wer I will die a Martyr ? 
[ am ſorry that your Acquaintance are hardened, 
Fnd uſed to queſtions that fo little concern them, and 
that are ſo unmeet for their Determination : [f Suffer- 
Fog be the beſt State, how happy hath this i, 35 
| | cen 


C39). 
been made by the OVERTURNERS ? Do you meal 
that you doubt whether ever the Anabapriſts will hay; 
Power enough to effect it ? they attempting whit 
they did againſt me too late, j:ft when they and thei 
Co-partners werea pulling down themſelves and 9. 
thers ! Or do you mean, that till we are Martyre 
weare not capable of your good Opinion ! ( And an 
all the Anabaprtiſts Graceleſs that are yet Unmartyr. 
ed ; Or have more Anabaptiſts than Poxdobaptiſk 
been Martyred in our times?) Or is it only your 
. Prognoſtick on ſuppoſition of my Tryal ? 1have mon 
cauſe to diſtruſt my ſelf, and beg Gods ſtrengthniuy 
Grace, than boaſtingly to foretel, Though all men ge 
zy thee, yet Twill not. But your talk of [my flight, ani 
others ſuffering by proxie for me] doth but ſhew that ya 
have nor that care of avoiding Falſhoods in matter 0 
Fact, which might invite us to think that you art 
liker than others to be ſound in Do&rine. But hal 
you not miſtaken, yet I might have admoniſhed you, 
not to have condemned every Anabaptilt that hath tz 
ken a groſler flight, than a ſick mans going for hi 
health 1nto the .Countrey, when he had neither any 
Flock, nor Undertaking, nor Call to hinder him : At 
leaſt that you mock not at Paz for being let down bf 
the wall in a Basket, nor at Chriſt for his flight 1ntd 
egypt, or withdrawing into the Wilderneſs, and 
Galilee, &c, nor for ſaying, When they perſecute you il 
one City, fice to another : or at leaſt paſs no hard ſen 
tence on your ſelf for being yet alive ; no nor on My 
Tombes for Writing againſt Separation, and for Commit 
mi0n with the Pariſh Churches. 

But in the end you [7 Beſeech me in the Bowels of Jeſu 
Chriſt, and as I will ſhortly anſwer at the great ail 
dreadful Tribunal that among my other Errata, 1 woull 
repent of that abſurd and Fleretical poſttion, of a 1h 
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ti/mal Covenant of Grace running in a Fleſhly Line. 
 4:ſw. But 1. Juſt thus the cpakers dreadfully 
""F:djure me tO repent of all that's againſt their way ; and 

"Emuſt I therefore do it! And yet Mr. Hicks, 1ves, and 
Wother Anabapailſts treat them far more ſharply t than e- 

; hh did the Anabaptilſts. | 
mal 2. 1 have ſo many years looked for my appearing 

Wat the Tribunal of Chriſt, that if I ſhould not be true. 
Jto that Light which doth appearto me, I were more 
Wunexcuſable than yet you think me. But. will your 
Word at that Tribunal paſs for Law, or for my Juſtifi- 

- Reation, if I ſhould contradict the Grace and Covenant 

ol of God, and his Church Laws and State from the days 

Yof Adam to this day ? How ſhall I be ſure that it is the 
"Nl Zowels of Chriſt, and not Self-conceitedneſs, and 
Athe Zeal of a dividing SeF, in which you, make this 
Rearneſt ſure to me ? 
3. Eſpecially when you ſo unintelligibly recite my 
Eſuppoſed Errour, and give me not a word of Anſwer 
"Wacainſt that abundance of Scripture proof which I have 
brought ? This is too unſatisfactory an anſwering of 
Books, to Bejeech us to repent of them # 

4. T, he Wiſdom from above is Pure, & Peaceable, and 
boat Partiality. Is yours io ! Ask any Impar tial 
man whether you write like one that knoweth him- 
elf? You here call us to Repent of a Poſition as Ab- 
furd and Heretical ? Did 1 ever call your Opinion Here- 
"Yiica). Not that I remember ; Such writing as this of 

Mr mine is fiery ; but your large InveFives without one 
LOB ord of proof, and your charge of an Heretical Poſt- 
Wi, is nothing bur Chriſtian Gentlenefs. 

Your Phraſe of a Covenant running in a Fleſhly Line, 
s your onn. The words of a poſition charged as bereti- 
j cal, ſhould have been truly recited. Tell me wherel 
mowMejer uſed ſuch, I refer you to > my late rwo Diſputa- 


 Baſ 
oy £107 
tiſend I 


| 


_ 


. Wer s 
0 of -'E ATC. " "Y wo 
- by : EP 43 : CSS » , 0 
o 
, 


: "—- : - bs x % y Iv P 
: : , F , W 
*. 7 
k 
o 
% jo Þ 
\ 


tions of Original Sin, beſides my two Books of Bay rivet 
tiſm, for full proof that God hath taken the Childrefelicvi 
of the Godly = the Wicked as participants, intiWovera 
Promiſes of Love and Mercy, and threatnings of ou Par: 
niſhment, with their Parents : How far, I have theris the 
opened. Your telling me that ſach Reference is to ſahitbot 
you the task of Sy/zphas, ſhall not ſo befool me as taſſhaly * 
tempt me to write the ſame over again : For by thifll (7: 
like reaſon, others of as gxeat authority as you majſſnembe 
call me to write it twenty times. And if I give nea£re in 
thirty Scripture Teſtimonies or Arguments forour InJs it to 
fant Mercies,we that ſee no reaſon to invalidate themW@hriſti 
will not fo deſpiſe God and his Laws and Benefits, aardor 
to deny or rejett all, becauſe ſuch a man as you reWhor: ; 
quire it, and tells us that they are all invalid. I welovera 
muſt take our Faith on T' 7uſt : it were more excuſabliſit ? 2. 
to take it from Councils,*than from you. Want of 
I have told you my judgment herein ſo often, tha nd to 
itis the more diſingenuons in you to give it in ſucliher ki 
ſenſeleſs or ambiguous words, as [ A Baptiſmal Cut Cert 
genant Tunning in a Fleſhly. Line. ] Gods Covenant alfgat an 
Iiſtituted, runs no where ; but is recorded in the Seri @r tha 
ture, Preached, and Miniſterially applied by his Minll Pr 
ſters. Mans Conenanting AFZ, is abſurdly ſaid to [ rughnd jor 
in a Fleſhly Line. ) But men that have Fleſh as wello mea: 
as Souls, do accept Gods Covenant, and enter themſelaaſ 2. B 
and Iwfants in the mutual Covenant by  dedicatinfWhat Ct 
both to God. Matural Generation ( communicatin he-Ce 
eſſence ) maketh your Children to be naturally your ded; 
which-is ſo near ar. intereſt, that Original Sin and ſuf Line 
fering tells us that God eſteemeth not our Children ndÞods I 
tarally guiltleſs of the Parents Crimes : And he. hatlfoven: 
provided a Remedy for both, and not for the Pareniyills tc 
or Adult only : And the Remedy is a pardoning ſaonfÞpod, tt 
Covenant procured by a Mediator, This Covenant Whriſti 
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niverſal to the Adult, as offered on'the condition of - = 
jelieving acceptance : And is there »o Promiſe, no 
ovenant for Infants ? Why ſo 2 Have they no zeed 
f Pardon, and a Saviour ? or are they left remedileſs_. 
s the Devils ? Oris the. Promiſe of their Salvation 
nthout any Condition ? 1f fo, is it to' all, or to ſome 
ly ? if to all, and fo all are Chriſts members, then 
Bll ( Turks and Pagans) Childremſhould be Church- 
Members. This were to make it run unto a Fleſhly 

1F.;7e indeed ? If not to all, to whom, orto how many ? 
$ it to more than twenty in the world ? or more to 
Whriſtians Children than others ? If it be a' Promiſe of 
Wardon-and Life, and neither tell to bow many, nor to 
Sho: ; 1. This 1s a ſtrange Promiſe, and is no mutual 
ovenant ? Shew us where in Scripture we may find 
At! 2. This then muſt be another Species of a Cove- 
- Fant of Grace, diſtin& from the Baptiſmal Covenant : 
nd to feign and add a ſecond ſort of Covenant is ano- 
cher kind of adding to the Word of God, than adding 
»Wf Ceremonies is; And who can fay in all the world, 
ahat any Child of bis hath any part in ſuch a Promiſe ? 
Mr that Pagans have not as much of it as Chriſtians ? 
{© Promiſes of Pardon to. the Adult are conditional, 
mad ſome means for certain Title is preſcribed ! ls there 

0 means for the certain pardon of our Infants ? 

ll 2. But if you will ſay that it. is conditional, what is 
bat Condition ? - That which I have till ſaid is this, 
off ne-Condition is, that they be the Children of the Faith- 


| dedicated to God : not meerly that they be our Fleſh- 

F Le ; that doth but make them oxrs, and ( with 
ds Law ) enable and oblige us to dedicate them in 
W-YWenant to him : But being thus i: oxr power, and our 
"gills for them as their own, it is oxr dedicating them to 
0d, that is the immediate Condition: And every true 


riſtian doth dedicate himſelf, and bis Children to God, 
nb | | I) | 5 
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as far as he thinks himſelf enabled This dedication 

 enrtually in Qur own attual ſanttification, and a&uahſ® © 
when we have Children, which is ſolemnized in Bay $-' 
tiſm. What we devote to God by his Will he dotiif ou) 
accept : And we can ſhew his Promiſes to the Seed of® © 
his Servants, and will not. plead againſt our Mercieſ*? 
Should we A poſtatize our ſelves,the Mercies promiſdl. A 
to the generations of them that love God, would Wf'”" 
intercepted, and would not run to. a Fleft: 'y Lint 
But an /nfant by Believers dedicated to God, is not un qc! 
clear but holy, and {ſo better than a meer Fleſhly Lin 
To pour out your Clamours againſt our Proof, Full ant" 
plain Proof, of this, from the whole current of thef® © 
Scripture, and to vaunt, and talk with ſuch Con: 3h 
| dence as you do in thedark, axif all this were unproſſ”®" 
ved, ( and the very ſecond Commandment were a? 
gain caſt out, and Gods own Proclamation of hi 

Name, Exod. 34. 6, 7. ) and to call for more An 
ſwers, while you cry out of too much; and to tall 
_ againſt di@ating, while you thus obtrude your Quaker 
like Oratory, Contempt, & Obteltations inſtead of Ard”? 
gument and Anſwers; this muſt-not wake vs unthank * | 
_ ful Deſpiſers of the Promiſes of God. If you woullſſ””** 
thus HeQor men out of their 1zheritances, or the ttt, 
of their Infants to them, few would think you argue 
_ copgently : And ſhould the words of ſuch ſelf-conceit 
ed {1ngular perſons, which we take to be againſt tl 
ſcope of Scripture, and conſent of Chriſts Church 

make ns give up all Infants Covenant-title to Church 

memberſhip, Pardon and Salvation ? You read fre 

quently in the -Gazetts, that many ſet ſo much bf 
their Dogs, as to cry them about, and offer great r& i 
wards to Thoſe that find them, and will bring thel 3p 
home ; And ſhall all Chriſtians ſer o little by thei," 
Children (and fo by all our own "—_ Privileages ) F 
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2 to he heQor'd out of our hopes,and renounce their great. 
* Ind precious Promiſes, which number them with the. 
on Wo:/ho!d of God : and that by ſuch Rhetorical Canting 
| os 4 man of equal wit may uſe, in almoſt any other. 
I ontroverſie ith Net £ : 
iſh, 45 Cicero wondered at them that pleaded againſt the. 
1 he mmor tality of the Soul, that ever men would be ſuch 


Lo 


4 nemies to-themſelves, as to ſtudy for reaſons againſt 
{cir own intereſt and hopes ; ſol ſay, Though.our 
7 p<cr Intereſt prove nothing to þe true,  1t tells us, 
fat we ſhould defzre ; and when we find Gods word 

$0 excellently ſuited to owr Intereſt, let them diſpute 
ons $gainſt it that, will, tor I will not. Let the-Enemies of 
vroſf arkind or of Chriſtians, plead againſt the Intereſt of . 
- ,Fuankindand of Chriſtians, and not themſelves. ,-. . 
ll. 17'S an unavoidable ſtreight that weare in, between 
Ann that filence and ruine us1n this world, among 

jock other things, for not profeſſing our Aſſent, that 


F [ It is certain by the Word of God, that Infants Baptized 

ker ape: os 
ArJ.20ne in the world excepted ) and dying before a(tual. 

Fr, are certainly Saved, ] not allowing us to. preach. 


uy hriſts Goſpel if we cannot ſay that all This is certain; 


ri, Were It Faith in Chriſt himſelf, the weak tn Faith 
o {$00uld be received ;,) and /xch as you on the other ſide, 
cent at account us even Heretical if we will not be ſo un- 
F0ankful roGod, as to deny and rejed the precious Co- 

\ Wcrant Hopes, and Church-relation of our Children. 
You know that with what meaſure.you mete it is mea-. 
Fured.co you again by many ; and that no ſmall. hum». 

h bÞ*" ot Chriſtians have numbred: Anabaptiſts with He-.. 
re ouicks; and yer [ that have dealt otherwiſe with you, 
hen. Jour moſt fiery Adverſary'? and why? Any judi- 
10S By-ſtander may ſee, though you cannot ; julf as 

| i SW. Per lately ſeemed to think more favourably of 
* wif than of others, till-in an open diſpute I had de- 
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tected the evil of his cauſe; and then | he bad rathy 
: be a Socrates at judgment, than ſuch a. nominal Chriſtin 
+ as ] ] So you and your Brethren that are like you, be, 
I cauſe a Book or two of mine have croſs'd the Interef 
_- of your Party, think 1 deſerve all that you pronoung 
_ of or againſt me ;. ſo powerful is Intereſt with moſt 
mens underſtandings : So far as it is your miſtake oÞ/***: 
the Intereſt of Chriſt that does miſlead you, 1 eaſily beg Por 
_ It asthe infirmityof a weak and prejudiced judgment no - 
But ſo far as it is the intereſt of your Party which is + 5:5 
buſed againſt the publick intereſt of Chriſts Church i "a 4 
is ſelfiſh, and fuch as is deſcribed atlarge in James hg 
As for your talk of Mr. Danvers his words againſt prie ; 
my Heterodoxes 1n other matters , and your ſupercils | 4 : 
_ ous {inſulting as if he were unanſwered, I ſay, 1.1 . * 
- take him to be fully anſwered, and if you do not, that oF 
 proveth it not to_ be as you affirm. 2. What wor hit 
Fl anſwer ? What doth he but recite {ome "a 
{crap of my words ? Hath he done it trzly and full Thy 
had that been any Argument againſt them? Do [ need wwe 
to anſwer my own words, before any Charge again "a 
theni be proved, or proof once attempted ? Was | ſtr 
- *  Notenongh for me to lay down the Coxtraries, to m} "5g 
Dodarines, and leave the Reader to chooſe which k Qu: 
; ſeth beſt? Dare you not own the Contraries and yi So 
continue your accuſation of my words ? Would naff * k 
the World: ( whom I blame not if they think that Bonds 
have written too many Books already ) condemn tiff i 
for a fool indeed, if in the condition that I am in, the ime! 
Cant of ſich men as he and yon, ſhould draw me t E7. 
write another Volumn in Defence of a Volumn thi mg 
defendeth 'it ſelf to all judicious Impartial Reader of 
and that againſt one that, proveth nothing in it to WY... Fo. 
Errontous ? :. 
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E. And as for thoſe that will not impartially peruſe the  - 
'F words accuſed, I have no reaſon to think that they will 
I make any better uſe of a Defence if I ſhould write it ? 
ET And asI am paſt donbt that Mr. D's Quarrels, and 
Tyour Juſtification of them, are the effe& of mcer igno- 
Krance,. ſelf-conceit, partiality, and Paſſion ; 1o if you | 
Eprove 'to be the knowing men, and I the 1gnorant, I am 
ſure it is not through my negle@ of Study, nor unwil- 
lingneſs to know or own the Truth: And 1 have no 
cauſe to envy you the felicity of your greater Wiſ- 
dom. But if it be a Wiſdom that tendeth to bitter 
, ſrife and to confuſzon, and deſtroyeth your Love to 
thoſe that differ from you, I will remember that my 
jeace lyeth more on my Love'to you, than on yours or 
any mans elſe to me. We 
"' As for your talk about my words in my firſt book 
" that ſome did then Baptize naked, I have given you a 
Ftrve anſwer. Tocontradi& what 1faid, were to lie - 
I know not that you Baptize any at all but by report of - 
others ; and ſo I heard that then of ſome ſo credibly as 
that 1 am not able now becauſe you call for proof al- 
Jmoſt rhjrty years after, to disbelieve it : I undertake 
not to prove it new ; ( nor that the Quakers then uſed 
toQuake or Vomit, ſeeing now no {ach thiog is ſeen 
among them : ) If really it was a miſreport, and ne- 
rer any Baptized naked in England, nor in other 
© Lands, I wiſh that no man may believe it. But did Mr. 
| Danvers take this for ſo heynous an injury, and yet 
"N imfelf in 2 Book labour to prove, that for many bun- 

Ml cred years Baptizing naked was the ordinary Cuſtom ! O 
$iow far will partiality blind-men ? Was it the Cyſt- | 
4 9M of all the Churches, and yet a Reproach to be re=  _..- 
Firacted, to fay that at one time divers did ſo, if fame, b 
1} 10t then denyed by any of thoſe Anabapriſts that 1 
"{converſt with, may be believed ? Cr nk - 
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To conclude, Sir, The importunity of Mr. Dan. i hou! 
vers and you, have not been tnprofitable to me : RY ret 
hath'. cauſed me, as you deſired, to Review my old gant 
_ thoughts. of Infants Church- memberſhip and Bap, Þ dedi: 
tiſm, and to renew my thanks to the God of Merc, Þ grit 
who hath not left all the World in their 1nfaricy vnre-Þ ao 2 
deemed, nor without a Promiſe or Covenant of Grace, prov 
nor left Chriſtian Parents to mourn for their dead ln-Y not 
fants, as thoſe that are without hope of their Salvati- I with 
on, and have no Promiſe on which to ground their] 6del 
hope - It hath renewed my ſenſe of the great oblige be a 
tion thatlyeth on believing, Parents, both of gratitude Of v 
to God, and duty for their Children : It tells me tha 
they may now love their Children, as the members of 
the Church of Chriſt, and need not, nay muſt nor 
take them as members of the Kingdom of the Devil; 
nor yet ſtretch their Brains to prove that there is 4 
middle Region ( like Purgatory or Limbus Infantum 
hereafter }) between the Kingdom of Chriſt, and thy 
Kingdom of the Devil ; And that it is a ſad em ploy- 
ment for Parents to diſpute their own Children out 0 
the Bleſſings of Gods Covenant, and to prove then 
to be in Satans Kingdom,, and! not in Chriſts : Yeait 
hath reminded me how much the Intereſt of Infants Yhett 
In their Parents caſe is founded by God in natore it] ne 
ſelf, and to bleſs God for that inſcription in Stone ofſ| 1 
the ſecond Commandment, and that marvellous void] tent 
from Heaven, Exod. 34. 6, 7. [ believe that the Sj- 
nod of Dort ſaid truly, ABs 1. 17. That Faithful P# 
rents need not doubt of the EleQion and Salvation d 
their Children dying in Infancy, ( before the: viola 
tion of the Baptiſmal Covenant. ) thc 
 _ And ſeeing God hath pronounced our Children bj tha 
ly and not unclean; and told us that of ſuch is ti} 
King dons of God, it remindeth me how careful Tor ens 
oul 


= Ws ee 
Ef ſhould be, as thankfully to dedicate them to God, fo 


RY carefully to educate them according ro their Cove- 


pant, remembring that as the Parents Conſent and 


, dedication of them to God, is the Condition of their 
ME firſt right to the Covenant benefits, ſo thoſe Parents 
ef do Promiſe cheir pious education ; and if they after 


prove falſe in ſuch Promiſes on their part, they muſt 


i-F not. charge God with unthankfulneſs, if it go worſe 


EI with their Children than on ſuppoſition of the Parents 
© fidelity it had done : [” though {till at age they may 
F be accepted upon Repentance and perſonal Belief - J 
f Of which Mr. Whiſftoz hath written more judicioufly 


hat than any on that point that I remember. 


| Alſo 1 have been hereby made thankful that God 
ot kept me from the ſnare of Anabapriſtry ; for thongh1 
I lay not fo much as ſome do on the meer outward att or 


Saf water of Baptiſm, believing that. our heart conſent and 


fl dedication qualifieth Infants for a Covenant Right be- 
fore atual Baptiſm ( which yet-is Chriſts regular ſo- 


OF lemnization and inveſture, ) yet I make a great 


IF matter of the main Controverlte, notwithitanding thar 
[ bereticate not the Anabaptiſts for the bare opinion 
TE fake, nor would have them perſecuted; for now 1 
$Y better ſee than ever what God hath thus preſerved 
me from. EY 
1. How much elſe might I have been led to, that 
tendeth towards the denying the Kingdom of Chriſt, 
and denying him to be the Saviour of the world; yea 
how near might I have beenled towards the making 
him to be the Deſtroyer, or Abaddon, as coming into 
the World to condemn the world, and to take from them 
the Promiſes and* Hopes of Salvation... For, 1. I find 
that all are loft in Adam, and that God made an Uni- 
wy vor/al Covenant of Grace with fallen mankini in Adam 
ny after his fall, and renewed it with Nob, '1 find that 
= D 4 EY iT 
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\ It is but a ſmall part of the world that had the Law gf 
Moſes, the Jews being to the earth, but as one Village! 
to England ;, andto be King but of a Yillage is not ty! pret 
be King of England. 1 find thatthe making of Aba 
 bam's or Moſes his Covenant was no repeal of the Un! 
verſal Law of Grace ;, nor put them intoa worſe:con. 
dition than he found themin. And I find that paſtall 
doubt Infants were Chnrch-members, and in the Coll 
yenant before Chriſts Incarnation, not only the Cir. 
+... cumciſed but the Uncircumciſed Females, and all the 
_. 'Uncircumciſed Males in the Wilderneſs, yea and outEChi 
. "of the Jewiſh Nation, as wellas in it, ( though theEtuds 
, Covenant of Peculiarity was proper to them.) Eyrat 
And yet notwithſtanding all this, I find, r. that 
many now do exclude all the world' opt of Chriſk 
Kingdom before his Incarnation, except the Jemsl 
or at leaſt a few rare individuals more, when' Abraf yon 
' bam hoped there had been fifty Righteous in Sodom Ant 
2. That the ſame men ſuppoſe that ſince Chriſts In: 
carnation, the old Law of Gracemade to mankind it 
Adam and Noab, is repealed, and they that cannot 
have the Goſpel are lefr under the meer Law of Inno-Y had 
cency or none. 3. And that all mankind in their Infant} ſer1 
Pate is put or left out of the Church of Chriſt, and tht JO 
Covenant of Life. | 
And had I been ſeduced into all this, 1. To hold 
that for 4000 years Chriſt had a Kingdom no bigger 
than England. 2. That he came to deprive all tht 
world that have not his Goſpel, ofthe former Law 
Grace that was made to them. 3. And that hecam 
.to caſt out of their Church- ſtate, or Covenant-mer-N 
cies all mankind while they are Infants ; and to leave 
4 no hope that is grounded on his Covenant or Promiſe 
| - , of any Infants Salvation, or any deſcription or cot 
I - dition whatſoever ; Alas, what ſhould I have by Ct 
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of Wled to ? and what guilc againſt Chriſt, and of fur- 
Ytihering lofidelity, ſhould 1 have incurred, under the 
to Ypretence of promoting the purity of his Kingdom ? 


Jn-M( as I ſee by others) to have gone yet farther, and 
On-Y narrowed the Goſpel Church it ſelf ſo much, as to 
talhave confined-it to Anabaptiſts; or to. have thought 
&Y al] the reſtof the Chriſtian world vncapable of Church 
1 Communion; I might have come to revile the DoQ- 
Erine of Gods gracious Promiſe or Covenant to our 
FChildren, as Abſurd and Feretical; and when Grati- 
Jtude is the-complex1on of Goſpel obedience, this In- 
Beratitude might have been mine. 
IH. And then I ſhould likely have 


proud over-valuing of my own Opinion, and the fin- 
gyond all the Chriſtian worlds that differ from 'me : 


Fconceits, to have magnified the Se& that was of my 
nown mind, above all others. | \ 

no-E had a hand in all the Turnings and Overturnings, 
SY ſetting upand pulling down, Praying and Unpraying, 
&t JOwning and Diſowaing, Bloody days -and- Thank{- 


oy II. Andit God had thus left me, I had been likely 


been left to a. 
Fevlarity of my Wiſdom and Integrity, as quite bee.. . 


tl And out ofa ſelfiſh unobſerved adherence to my own . 


TV. And then 1 might have been ſeduced to have | 


I eivings for them, that were ſince Tripio Heaths Parli- 
J ament till 1660. and more than fo, to have juſtihed 
F them in others, yea and that after Gods moſt remark- _ 


col- V. I might have been drawn hereby to divide 3 
boy Chriſts Kingdom, and to ſet up Antichorches, whoſr 


£ though Repertarce be the only Flank after Shipwrack, 
F and the great and merciful conceſſion of the Goſpel. 


able diſowning them; yea and to have abhorred and 
derided the very name and motion of Repertance for 
them , and to-have deſpiſed the Religious Retreat of 
Nath. Ward, a wiſe though jocular Interpendent, 


ent 
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employment ſhould be to cry down others, and drayſhis 
men into odious thoughts of one another, and to'def(Chur: 
ftroy Chriſtian Love and Concord 1n the world, {nd 
- VI. And hereby I might have been one thar prepaCharc 
red Profeſſors to turn Quakers, Seekers, or RantergÞſdid, 
to have finiſhed the work that I began. _ 1741 
VII. 1 nught have been tempted to do all this affove ! 
in the Name of Chriſt, and for his Truth Word an{then:s 
Church ;, and ſo to have entitled God to all, and pujſfin tt 
his holy Name'to theſe works of Darkneſs, and preſfand 7 
tended his own Commiſſion for my oppoſing him. Þ X. 
- . VIII. 1 might have been tempted hereby to writggiver 
Letters as long and vehement as yours, in as oratorihard: 
cal and pious a ſtrain, which ſhould have been but thDeri 
birth of my ignorance and felf-conceit, and made yyſffall ſe 
of Hypocriſie ; all along pretending that Iam offendaſſſentt 
with my Adverſary for want of an Anſwer or proofour ! 
when indeed it were'the ſucceſs of bis Anſwers & Cogenſſſed ti 
- Proofs, prevailing with multitudes againſt my Opiniſſces 1 
ON, that was the true cauſe of my anger : and whaſſjyho 
partiality had filled my heart with bitterneſs againlſ 4: 
* my Brother for ſuch ſucceſs, I might have been draw! ha 
to. cover all from my ſelf and others, by accuſing hinlſe £ 
of fierineſs or folly in generals, and by ſummoning Jand 
him to Repentance and Recantation, as the Quakenſſmen 
- do, by the dreadful Tribunal of God, when I cannams 
refiſt the Scripture evidence which he bringeth, Rule 
IX, AndI might have bcen tempted when. onagon 
Prepoſſeſſion, Prejudice & Intereſt of Reputation hadlide 
engaged me to ſo bad a cauſe, to have ſtudied all rhath 4 
| I can rake together to maintain it ; and to. have been 
itretch'd/ all my wits to have oppoſed all that 8Yfye 
brought againſt it, and to have made it the chief worlYfe r 
and Religion of my life, in which my thoughts, affeftl- cell 
ons, time and induſtry ſkould be laid out to. arr thei! 
| | | £0 
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-awhis miſtaken and deſtruQive cauſe, and, to keep the 
deChurches of Chrift from Loving-Unity, Communion 
T:ind Peace, till they will ail unite . againſt 7-fants 
paſiCbarch-memberſhip and Baptiſm, which they never 
ergdid, nor never will do: Yea, and I muſt have 
Kavght all Chriſtian Parents, that though they muſt 
 allove their Children as they are therr own, ( as Hea- 
andthens do ) yet. that they muſt not Love any one Infant 
puta the world, as a Aſember of Chriſt, or of bis Church, 
Yrelfand in bis Covenant. ET _ 48 
\ } X. Andby all this, what a Scandal ſhould I have 
ritfiven to the Athei/ts, Infidels, Papiſts, and Profane, to 
orifitarden. them in their Contempt of Godlineſs, and 
thiDeriiion, or Accuſgtions of Religious men; as if 
"fall ſerious Religion among vs were but: Pride, Con- 
rdefftention, Humour and Hypocrifie, and a Cloak for 
-oofflour Maladies and Crimes. Yea I might have tempt- 
gaſſed them to Perſecution, and quieted their Conſcien- 
injces 1n /elencing Chriſts Miniſters, for the ſake of ſuch, 
hafivho they think they uſe not fo ill as they deſerve. 
inll X7. And alaſs what a diſtra&tion and ſcandal ſhould” 
wiſh! have cauſed to the ignorant and weak, when they 
inflite ſo many ways, and hear men calling them this way 
and that way, and terrifying them- with Gods Judg- 
nent, and the charge of Sin, if they be not of this 
$1mzd of of that, till poor people ( that have a plain. 
KRule left them by Chriſt ) aredriven out of all Reli- 
na{gon, or out of their Wits, as not knowing of what 
aide and way to be. | 
XII. And I ſhould have been likeenough to have 
ef veen drawn into the guilt of Perſecution my ſelf, while I 
n{<ryed out againſt Perſecution. 1 might have Perſecu- 
ted my Brethren with my Tongue, and thought it ne- 
-YEllary to the promoting of the cauſe of God, to blaſt 
aF fcir juſt Reputation, and to make them by falſhoods 
| | 0 


=> 


to become deſpiſed, leſt their names ſhould hinder; 
_ deſign; Yea, who knows but I might my ſelf hay 
joyned with thoſe whom you judged the perſecutiny 


Silencers ofthe Miniſters of Chriſt, and Ruiners of the 
Churches Peace, by endeavouring the continuance of 
- thoſe ſame Impoſttions, and keeping Miniſters ot of th 

 publick Miniſtry, and depriving them of all the eſtabliſh. 
_ ed Maintenance, which in the judgment -of the Sedaſþ 
ries themſelves is heynoxs ſin, and all this leſt Repens 
_ tance and Altering ſuch Impolitions ( unleſs they will” 
do it asfar as the faid perſons deſire ) ſhould weakaf 


their Party, and leave them nnder greater aiſadvaps 


tages,; and to have thus deſired mens impenitent Con 


tinuance of that which is accounted heynoas Perſecutin 


and Devaſtation of the Churches, and ftarving man} 
thouſand Souls, and undoing Miniſters and their Fam; 
les, might have -made all this to be my own by iq 


conſent, yea and endeavour ; and the pitifvl ſhi 
[. oppoſing a Comprebenſ;on, to keep off our own Sufferings þ 


or our weakening, and the dividing of the Non-confarl.; 
miſts. ] might have been an Opiate to my Conſeil 


ence for ſo heynous an Iniquity. 


 XFI.I.. Yea, who knows but I might have come th 
that inhuranity,” and immodeſty as to falſifie public 


Hiſtory, againſt the common norice- of all the Lear 
ed world ; and to have faced down mankind that the 
Novatians were againſt [fant Baptiſm, aad ſo wert 
the Dozatiſts; and that Auſtin wrote divers Books & 


-gainſt rhem, as holding that Opinion ; 
Britains of old were of the ſame mind, and the Wal 
denſes ſince, and Wickliffe alſo, ©. And if Learnel 
| men had wondred at my impudence; I might hait 
comfortedjmy elf that my followers will believe me; 
yea and to have furiouſly caluminated thoſe that ds 
tet m 5 {l1n, and call me to Repentance, and to have 
reproach 
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and that-thtf 
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- Treproached them as fooliſh and fiery who will defend. - 
Mc Mercies of Chriſt, and their ſ{nfant hopes and title 
Tg pardon and ſalvation. _ 
Ty Theſe and wany more evilsI might have been ſedu- = 
the ed into, if I had yielded to thoſe reaſouings that 
$. ould have drawn me to deny the'Graces of the Co- 
tenant ; and which in my youth once did cauſe ſome. 
WE-,vbting in me, till I diligently ſtudyed the point ; my. 
*FHenorance of the true nature of the Covenant and 
Maptiſm, and the weakneſs of many Writers Argu- 
" nents againſt the Anabaptiſts, being then my great 
*Uremptations. =» Eg” 
And now, Sir, I thank you for calling me, the 
owels of Chriſt, as I will anſwer it at Gods dreadful Tris 
lunal, to a Review of the Cauſe which I was drawn by 
Four Brethren to defend : For 1t cauſeth mein the Re-.. 
je iew of the Nature and Reafons of it, to renew my 
[ 
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hankfulneſs to God for my preſervation, and that, he 
Wath made any uſe for me to vindicate his Covenant, 


bj and the Mercies given by it to mankind, and for ſa- 
Jing me from this fore-deſcribed deluge ; and 1 ſo- 
MS:mn!y proteſt in his ſight, that knoweth my heart, 

Flat it 1 knew, or by ſtudy could find out that Papilts, 

, Fonformiſts, Separatiſts, Anabapriſts, or Quakers 
ere in the right, I would quickly and joytully de- 
"0 are my conſent, & be glad before [ die, to joyn with 
Kc tem, and recant what I have held, or {aid, or done a- - 
4 Fpinſt them, But the Reaſons which 1 have given in 
he $7. two Books, and which Mr. of. Whiſten ( above. 
Wal toſt others ) hath lately given, ſeem to me unan+ 

\@vcrable. And yet I doubt not but Mr. Danvers or 
hai uw can anſwer them all; there being few Cauſes ſo 
bh lear that a man may not talk againſt; as long as his 
: is aking faculty holds out : But do not expect that: I 
han uld offend you by Replying , to words which L 
bs | -———M_ 


LE TOY - > 
- think need no Reply, unleſs the neceſſities of ſuch yÞ* ©* 
are deceived by you do require it. Bleſſed be tha "© 
Mercy that will ſhortly Reconcile his dark miſtakey Ing 
wrangling Children in the World of Reconciling cad, 
Eight and Love; in the perfe& Unity, which Grag at | 
15 now preparing us for, and they that live in Faith OUS 
and Love, are breathing after : And woe to then em! 
who by dead Formalities elude and hinder mens ſe- Neet 
lemn intelligent owning of their Baptiſmal Covenant af” * 
age, and thereby make Anabapriſts, and make In- Tag 
 fant-Baptiſm ſeem a crime. FT Rs wu 
London Decemb. 31, 1675, ED 4, 
Rich, Baxter") E 


Myr. Danvers his Third Reply Conſidered, F 


- Mr. Hutchinſon's Invitation. 


ble, yea, acceptable, friendly office; yet finding ho 4h 
impatiently he receiveth it, and thar the deteRion ff ;;-* 
his Voluminovs Untruths doth but occaſion him todeÞ'** 
fend them,& ro ſtir up all his Forces to render the Re 
prover odious, and fo doth but exaſperate his DiſeakgÞ7 - 
I thought my ſelf diſobliged from any farther attempiiff k | 
to bring him to Repentance; And thoſe that yer nee 40" 
more to ſave them from the belief of his Hiſtorical. o. 
Miſreports, are perſons that I have not leiſure enouglll.c: ; 
'to fatishe. FS EK. J 
I again profeſs, that the experience of theſe lal 
Aifeen years, of the ſtrange incredibility of ſame mel, 
on both extreams, { the Yzolent and the Dividing ] ® lent! 
bout notorious matters of FaF, hath done more to brit 
"= 
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ore ! 
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The to great unbelief of all mankind,ſo far as I find them 
a re-engaged by contention, and 'by a Carnal, or a 
ding tactious Intereſt, than all thatever I before had' 
et ead, or heard, or ſeen : 1 ſhould once have thoughr 
dhat 1 had been i 1njurious to humanity It ſelf, if 1 had 
ws hought ſuch men as incredible as ſome have declared 
th emſelves in Print to be : I ſcarcely now believe any 
Mcer humane Hiſtory any- farther than the agree- 
fe ent of men of contrary minds and intereſts, 13 matters 
f common notice, giveth a kind of natural evidence 
Þ it, beyond what it borroweth from the honeſty of 
s ins Writer; or at leaſt farther than the footſteps of | 
+ Mer great Candor, Conſcience, and unbyaſſed impar- 
Fality ſhall ſpeak more for my belief, than the Authors 
FÞolt confident Words or Oaths. And herein modeſf 
"Wer, and difpntereſted Peace-makers are now believed 
Þ7 me, betore all the greateſt, the learneVſt, and the 
oſt zealous Contenders in the World. Davids fay- 
ol gs Chat All men are lyers, and Pauts [_ Let Goa be true, 
3 1d every man a Lyar, ] were too much overlooked by 
ord pc, LllL mer themſelves had told me what they are ; z and 
wo rarned me to ceaſe from man, as vanity. 

ot Mr. Danvers his accuſations were partly of ſuch 
 : lick parties ( the ancient Churches, the Novatians, the 
Re I the-old Britains, the W. algenſes, the Witk- 
als ſtars, &Cc. ) and partly of ſich publick Writings ( as 
Wuzxſtines and many others ) as one world think any 
War that wil read the cited Books might ſoon ſee 
Wither he or] be the fallifyer, eſpecially about a 
Fractical matter, in which their Judgments could not 
ug \ iy be hid from all the Advyerſaries about them, no 
1 ; ore than from thoſe of their own mind and way. 
IH accuſations of the Nowatians he neither defend- 

b ( that I ſee) nor confeſſeth to be a ſlander ; but 


Js ently paſſeth all the matter by. 
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His Accuſation ( for ſuch it is ) of the reſt ( for, 
the moſt part art leaſ? ) he ſtill defendeth. He canngf A 
Repent of it; and I can no more believe him whenffp. 
have read the Books that are'our Records, than I can Z; 
if he would as fiercely contend, that the Biſhops, off. 
Church of England are Anabaptiſts, becauſe of his aſe , 
cuſation of the now Biſhop of Lincoln. But ſhould Ir; 
| beſo injurious to the Reader and my ſelf, as to caſtfſyn, 
away precious time in again and again an{wering hiÞ;c +4 
untrue Citations and expoſitions of words which arelye þ 
before your eyes ? and which neither his word or mine; 
can ſatisfie any Reader of, who muſt know the rruthe 
by the Books themſelves ! when he tells men of myflnon 
writing for Popery,Conformity, &c. can his yea or mjfflpok 
nay go for proof with. any that is in doubt which of wikes « 
_ faith true ? Muſt notthe peruſal of thefull words deeſ(yal 
cide the Caſe? And fo it muſt as to his Accuſations offiwhe 
the ſeveral Churches and Parties in queſtions : And ilfyith 
his Believers would be perſwaded that the Welling o 
Tongue is the common Language of England, if he diffpher 
- but. vehemently affirm it, and revile ſuch as contradidhe þ 
him, I could not help it, nor muſt I write books Fth, 
bout it, as long as he hath leiſure, Ink and Paper toi c 
hold on. His Exclamations of the unſatisfaQtories Wight 
theſe general anſwers, ( or refuſals ) ſhall not temp, B 
me to caſt away the little relics of my time, in numP? 1 
bring and diſproving all the Untruths that he hath writnt as 
ten, and will write. By what Law.am I condemned tfiona] 
fach a Drudgery ? The very firſt' Paragraph of thi. B 
his third Reply hath more than. one or two. ' - ure 
But the chiefſubſtance'of his Book is his reiterate] 
accyſation of my words in my firſt Book, that [ manide 
then Baptized nated ]} for which, as a heynous WEtr 
Jumay , 1 muſt Repent. Readers, my ConſciendFlitre | 
telleth me that Repentance is ſuch an excellent hed th 
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on Duty, that I ſhall loath my ſelffo far as I find my 
Whelf vowilling of it ? But 1s it poſſible for- a man to 
1FRepent of all that the ſeveral contradifting Seats 
cal( Papiſts, Quakers, Anabaptiſts, &c. ) call him to 

oTRepent of, when that is beſ} with one ſide which is 

ahe worſt to divers others? Weare openly agreed, 1. 

4 That the Baptizing naked is not the uſual way of the 
calfingbaptiſts in England. 2. That it was not the way 
biflof the moſt of them when I wrote that Book. 3. That 
artflne heard of none with us in England that for any con- 
nimFderable time continued it. The Queſtions remaining 
rutlifire. 1. Whether when I wrote thoſe words, the com- 
| Miſlmon Fame or Report of the Country where I lived 
r Mook it not for certain, that divers then in ſome pla- 
ff Wiſes did it, as the moſt Scriptural way, as that the 
 deluakers Quaked, and that the Ranters Swore ? 2. 
ns Whether ever any Anabaptiſt that then was acquainted 
nd ith me, yea or any one perſon denyed it to my hear- 
Vellg or knowledge? 3. Whether Mr. Tombes denyed it 
ie dfohen I wrote it ? All thefe I will no farther trouble 
adidthe Reader about, than to tell him that he neither 
ks oth, or can diſprove me, and ſhould I recant what I 
er-toFad of theſe three queſtions, I muſt tel] three down= 
es fight Lyes? And is that a ſafe way of Repenting ? 
emp. But let the queſtion be whether 1 did well to believe 
mumF? 1 anſwer, I believed it not as a Divine Revelation, 
writÞut as a Humane Report ; which conſtrained a propor- 
ed tFionable belief, which it was not in my power to deny ? 
f £06. But ſhould I not yet disbeliewe it ? Anſwer, 1 am 

. PÞorewilling to.do it than not, but I am-not able: I 
erat believe ( according to the meaſure of the aforeſaid 
' maſidence ) thar it isa Truth? I cant believe the 
us Gntrary :.I hear not a word to warrant me todisbe- 
ciendFire it : it is not in my power, and I muſt not lie, to 
3 heal) that I believe it not, 6. But the next Queſtion is 
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Did 1 not ſay more, or mean more at leaſt, than thatj 
was but [| at that time 7 [ the praiſe of many, but nw” ; 
of moſs, or their ordinary way, | and that I knew it ng net, 
otherwiſe than by uncontr aditted Fame ? 7 Anſwer, Fi. oſt 
ther I did ſay or mean more, or 1did not. It I did, I here. Fr 
by renounce it, and declare that I wronged them, jf**** 
I did not, (as I know I did not) to ſay I did were ty 3 
lie ; and is it. worthy his writing a Book to tempt". 
man to lie ? FE. 'S 
If he will prove that I ſaid more, the words muſt df 
cide it ; if that I meart more, he is not to be believed 1 f 
of my heart, as if he knew better than 1. By 
But he proveth it ( that 7 intended them all \) contr; [- 
ry to my moſt expreſs words. 1. He faith, it is A; 
ſcope and deſign. 2, From my Arguments, which tak + 
in the whole Party. 3. From the Inſtance, @c. Rez FT 
der, If I were to teach a man to underſtand my book 
| before he wrote againſt it, I ſhould have ſome litth}*** 
hope of true dealing in his Report, how weak ſoeve 
his Arguing were : But when I muſt deal with a ma 
that underſtandeth not plain Engliſh, becauſe partial 
ty will not ſuffer him, and will zot learn to underſtani 
what he doth not, and yet cannot forbear a publid 
contradidcing it, till he underſtand it, would it not 8 
a ſlavery to be tyed to write againſt ſuch a man as lon 
as he would write, ſhould I live ſo long ? I joynedt9 
gether, as the mode of their Re-baptizing, their doing 
tt 1n cold water, or Rivers, ſome naked, and the reſt (i 
uſual way ) zext naked, that 1s, In a linen Shift, ( 
Veſt, only to cover them. I took that which ia ti 
hotter Countreys was fate, to be in our frigid Covl 
treys a breach of the ſixth Commandment ; and cal 
prove, that he had ſaid, [ Go learn what that meandifh, 
I will bave Mercy and not Sacrifice ] would not haſte... ag 
' plungedover head in Cold Water, to be the ordidi 
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ti way with ts. I ſuppoſed that as among the naked 
"#9,;a5, uſe maketh nakedneſs a leſs provocation to 
WH oft, than it would be here ſo alſo in the hotter Re- 
EFions of the world, their appearing publickly next to 
WEiked, in one linnen Veſt or Shift, was leſs unſeemly 
« W:2n it would be here : David mighr dance fo before 
* U8te Ark, tho 24chal thought it impudent ; and they 
IL jght uſually wear ſuch Garments as would not have 
albert their Nakedneſs from being ſeen, if they bad gone 
TY eps upon the Altar ;, and ſuch as if it were but turn- 
VE aide would leave their nakedneſs as Noah's was to 
Fhectators : Cuſtom is of great ſignification in ſuch 
Uh hings, But I appeal to common Modeſty with us in 
*M:21and, whether it would not be a breach of the ſe- 
Lak enth Commandment to come to Church, or walk 
Ne: Fc Streets, or appear in Aſſemblies 1n our Shirts and 
vi Socks ? Now this man firſt feigneth me to ſay that 
IS; js Adultery, becauſe I fay it is a breach of the ſeventh 
CE ommandment, as if nothing but Adultery were there 
: rrbidden ? 
Ng Next to prove that I mean it of them all, that [| They 
oy Babtize naked }] he alledgeth that I faid, that all or 
| oft did it, [ naked or next naked | and, are theſe all 
F ne? pray doth he not diſprove himſelf ? Is it not 
7 ("ce that he that faith, [ ſome Baptize nated, ard 0- 
noi ters next naked ] doth not ſay of all [ that they Bap- 
(< * naked ] What ſhowd one ſay to {nch a man as 
 Wils* = 


fr, F But he ſaith, that [ ſome nazed and next naked are 


li ; 
32 wcb at oe ] Anſwer, That's but another of his Un- 


d cal mths, from whom they flow ſo eaſily that I may not © * 
— mber them, A proſſer and leſſer breach of the ſeventh 
- hart ommandment are not much at one with me. | never 
<link ad or thovght that they were. If I had, is that any 
« $"i0g to the queſtion in hand ? Can he prove that I | 
E.-3.. ®{ajd 
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laid [ All Baptized naked 7 ? if I had ſaid, that I took 
[ next naked }] to beas bad. : 
\ 2. But de fa&o, doth he deny, the latter? it ſeems 
here that he doth. I profeſs alſo that-I go in this by 
by Common Fame, If they Baptize not next naked j 
one linnen Shift, I never heard it denyed till now ? 
_ renounce the mention of it if it be untrue ; but itj 

Not in my power to disbelieve it. But becauſe I never 
ſaw it,if he will ſay that they Baptize them all in Hats; 
Bands and Cuffs, I will not peremptorily deny it, 

But he will prove that I meant not [| Common Fame 
becauſe-I add [| Experience, &c. ] But ſure I nevefi 
alledged my own Experience ] 1 never ſaw any of then 
Baptize - I never heard a Ranter Blaſpheme, ( thoup 
I read Letters full of it; ) nor I never ſaw a Ou 
kgr quake, Tf you ſay that they never did ſo, I wi 
-not prove it, But how ſhall other mers Experrences | 
known to me, but by Report or Fame ? And I thin 
that the more common and uncontradicted the R 
port is, it 1s the more probable. 

I have no leiſure to go on at this rate with ſuchÞ 
Writer; I again profeſs, that1 had rather Retraſſ, ., 
what I {aid than not, if I could do it without lying, A 
but I cannot. But, Reader, what's all this to the Quo 
ſtion, Whether our Infants are in Covenant wife . 
Chriſt, or Viſible Members of his Church ? Is it not ted] 
meer Diverſion ? by v1 

But the laſt Queſtion is, #Have 7 not wronged th 
Cauſe by wronging the Perſons, 1n belicoing Fame, t 
ever any of them Baptized naked ? Anſwer, 1. I ha 
Not. the books now to peruſe, ( men of his Spit 
though of another Opinion, have diſabled me at ti 
time for confuting him .by Books. ) But I am pl: 
doubt, that 1 have read of their Baptizing naked 
foxreign Writers, | 
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of 2. But Reader, Could one that had read this 
Book of his againſt me, for this paſſage as injurious, 
M8;:lieve if he had not ſeen his other Books, that if is 
but this ſame man himſelf, who in bis two former Books main- 
Li jineth it againſt us, that for many hundred years, 
. WBaptizing naked was the Churches Pradtiſe ? Was this 
Lo injury ? Or ſhall the ſame man take me as injuri- 
"VE:vs for believing the ſame of ſome of them for a very 
artle time ? 1 hope 1 have almoſt done with ſuch Di- 
”” MWutes. 
my Tis to what he faith of Mr. Lambes and Mr. Allens., 


he who have left them, ) excecdingly as he bears, blaming me 
nel £ £ 


ue 


i broaching, much more for defending this ſlander.) } an- 
ner, 1. His Hearſay's have quite loſt their credit with 
ie: I believe it never the more for his hearing it : 
ſhey never blamed me to the face : and I think that 
hey are men likely to do it 1n that friendly way, if 


$y way ; and therefore at leaſt 1 may hearfrom them 


Wereatter; and iffo, their reproof ſhall be willingly 
nfidered. If 1t be true, I ſuppoſe it is, becauſe they 
ave miſtaken me as he doth, as if I had ſpoken that 
r their ordinary practice, which I mentioned only 
$ the practice of ſome only at that time ; which was 

ſhort and confined as the Quakers quaking. 2. Is it 
ſlander of Mr. Tombes his citing Yoſſus, or of Yoſſius 
ited hy him, to ſay that ſome Baptized naked in for- 
ler times ? 3, Is it then no flander of Mr. Danvers to 

WF), and ſtiffly defend ir, that the ancient Churches ora 
inarily did ſo ? Doth he who fo pleadeth ſor Immer- 
0n, becauſe it was the firſt way, now take it for well 
0ne 11 the ancient Churches, and an intollerable 

- = that it ſhould be ſaid to have been done of any 
late * : 

he next cometh to defend his falſe Report of a 
 pÞ'2fr which Iread to ſome people that I preached to* 
& E-3 ] hiv 
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The firſt hour that ever I ſpake to them, I openly pro. 
felled that we met not there as ſeparating from the | 
puzlick Aſſemblies, but for the neceſſary inſtruQting 
of-the People, who elſe had none, nor any publick 
Worſhip of God : The Pariſh of Ges where I lived, 
and the Pariſh of. Martins where I preached are ſup- 
poſed to have 1000000. ſouls or, near: Of theſe it is 
ſuppoſed that not above 6000. can hear in the Pariſh 


Churches at the moſt ( and the incumbent of one had , 


not officiated at all for many years : -) it grieved me 
to think that while the King maintaineth a Corpora- 
tion and Revenew for propagating the Goſpelin 4me- 
rica, and the Jeſuites are juſtly praiſed for doing {6 
much to propagate in the Ealt Indies, we ſhould flvug-l 
giſhly ſuffer America and the Indies to come {o near 
Whitehall, and ſo famous and Religious a City as this 
to be (to ſo great a number) without any publick 
worſhip of God, while Mehometans are not quite 
without. Therefore to my great coſt I preached nearlff 
a year over the Market-houſe at St. James's. Anc 
when the Intormers began with me, and accuſed me 
to the Juſtices of meeting contrary to the Act againll 
Conventicles, I gave my Reaſons to ſome Juſtice 
and others, in word and writing, to prove that nel 
_ therl, nor ſuch others, might be judged breakers 0 
that AA, becauſe we did not meet to worſhip Go: 

with any other manner of Worſhip than what 1s ac 
cording to the Liturgy and Practice of the Church « 
England; For though we did not ſo much as they, W 
did nothing but what they do ; For we did but Kea 
the Scriptures, Pray freely in the Pulpit, and Preach 
Chriſtian DoGrine ;, and all this the Church of Englan 
doth : And though I did not read my ſelf, but anothe 
did it, it was becauſe I was not able, which if I wer: 
I would do it. And expetting quickly to has th 
au 
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>. | Cauſe come toa Tryal, I wrote the ſam of this in a 
ie B Paper, and read it openly, and then gave it the 
ig | Clerk, that none might miſreport me: And though 
>& || ome able and pions Lawyers that peruſed my large 
d, Reaſons, thought. that they were very uſeful for o- 
1p- | thers as well as me, yet the noiſe and murmuring of 
"i | fome Women firſt, and ſuch as Mr. Dapvers after, 
| ſent abroad my Reproaches for it through City and 
$-Countrey, with ſo many falſe additions, and ſo much 
diſpleaſure, as added ſomewhat to my former know- 
ledge of the difference between Sefarian and Chriſti- 
an Zeal. Surely theſe men do think themſelves very 
ereat haters of ſin, who would render that man odi- 
ous as a heynous ſinner, who doth but ſpeak thoſe 
words to vindicate himſelf and others from the accu- 
fation of Informers, which he verily believeth to be 
true and uſeful : when a man hath for about fourteen 
years, not only preached without pay, but at many 
ſcore pounds a year charges;when he hath never taken 
2way one of their Communicants from any Parochial, - 
Mor Non-conformiſts Church, nor meddled with either 
Sacrament, nor ever ſet up his own preaching againſt 
theirs, but deſired to preach to a few of thoſe many 
houſands that have none at all, nor have any publick 
worſhip of God, no not ſo much as the reading of the 
Liturgy ; and when for endeavouring this in languiſh- 
Ing and Pains, by great charge and labour, his utter 
ch ofifuine, if not death, ſhall be unreconcileably endea- 
1, wEjſoured by one party, and for rot hating that which is 
Reaood 1n the Liturgy as much as they, or upon every 
ch thſurmiſe of a diſeaſed brain, ſhall become the common 
,olanflobloquy of another, ( the Secians, and the Women 
otheflthat are infeted by their difeaſe: ) Reader, judge 
whether the true. belief of Gods acceptance, and bet- 
ter than the Hypocrites reward, be not neceſlary to 

| keep 


. ving men totheir beloved ignorance and fin ? and whe- 
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keep ſuch a one from imitating Jonas, and quietly lea. Þ,. 


ther, if we had not many ſoberer men between them, [thi 
that are for neither of the extreams, it would not be 
harder preaching in England than in America? Yet 
- with molt hearty thanks to God, I muſt ſay, that not- ||; 
withſtanding the oppoſition of both theſe extreams, 
. God hath abundantly ſweetned his ſervice-to me ; by 
the ready reception and profit of ſuch people, as men frai 
{o much labour to keep in darkneſs. ; 
I ſpeak all this with reference to Mr. Danvers his 
following words alſo of my preaching in the Pariſh 
Churches. 
The foreſaid Paper of mine he publiſhed inhis laſt 
Book, as matter of Accuſation ; and did it, according jj 
to his cuſtom, falſely : I briefly mentioned his falſifi- 
cation : He now Printeth that Copy as received from 
| his Bookſeller, in one Column, and on the other, ano- 
ther, called | The Copy obtained from the Original: }] to 

ſhew that there is but two words difference that is, 
His Copy ſpake of my Reading the Liturgy, and mine 
{ſpake of my own Reading what my Aſſiſtant read ( the 
Scripture.) But 1. If this be all one with him, aref 
we not {o to judge of his other Expoſitions ? I know Þh 
one whoſe overſight in writing uſually lyeth in leaving 
out [| wot ] and | w#- ] and what is one Syllable ? 
The Kings Printer, who as Dr. Heylin ſaith, was 
Fined in the Star-chamber for Printing [ Thou ſhalt} 
commit Acultery. 7 left out but one poor ſyllable. But diſh 
he did not juſtifie it as Mr. Danvers doth. 2, If it behisYl B 
excule to lay thc Copy on his Bookſeller, may we not ſuch 
take it alſo for his unter. that all the untruths that he Yam] 
hath ſaid of the Novations, Donatiſts, Britains, A#-WYam | 
_ guſtine,, &c, he had them from —— ſome body of as lthe 
. great authority as his Bookſeller ; and then all's weil. Biwa 
ws J. But, i 


13. But, Reader, doſt thou not expe& that at leaſt he 
ſhould: now ſay true after ſo much warning, and that 
n, fthis ſhould be a true Copy which he faith, without ex- 
Ve fIception, Is [ obtained from the Original. } 1 aſſure thee 
et fon the word of a Chriſtian, it is yer ſo far from being 
t- true, that divers lines, even a conſiderable part of the 
s, {writing isleft out, Take heed therefore to thy belief 
dy Ehereafter.Believe not every Spirit, nor every man that * 
en raileth at others as leſs wiſe or ſpiritual than he;what 
wonder if he vntruly tell us of the opinion of whole 
parties, Novatians, Donatiſts,&c.and tells us of whole 
Books that have not one word of what he afftirmeth, 
but ſomewhat for the contrary; when he will not only 
falfifie my own writigg, even a few lines, 'but defend 
ng his ſo doing againſt my ſelf that have the Copy by 
in- Ye, and that by a greater faliſhood than the firſt. 
Mm FAre this mans Citations to be credited ? 

10-F Yet he goeth on and averreththar [ there is not ano- 
to Biber Syllable different. } And he will prove moreover, 
1, that 1f 7 meet not on pretence of any Religions exerciſe 17 
Ine Fither manner &c, 1 mult accordingly read the Commor- 
ayer my ſelf. Anſwer, So ſaid the Informers,but were 
[at the Seſſions upon my Appeal, I would be bold to 
leny It, and to ſay that he that faith but the Lords 
Prayer, doth not ule another manner of Worſhip than 
the Church ? and that to doleſs, ts not to do that 
Which 15 of another manner. But if miſtake in fo 
[thioking, it followeth not that I prevaricate, or mear 
aiſhoneſtly, as-he- inſinuateth, 

But 1t he want more matter of Reproach, or any 
ſuch as he, I will voluntarily give him more,ſo careleſs 
am] of ſuch of Cenſpres: I do therefore-tell him that I 
am no greater an Adverſary to the Liturgy tban were 

as the old Non-conformiſts, Mr. Hilerſham, who per- 
ell. Fiwadeth mento come to the beginning of it; Mr. Knew 
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- © fubs, that conſtantly read much of it ; Mr. Ball, that me 
wrote the Tryal of Separation ; Mr. Bradſhaw,Mr. Pa. J tin 
_ get,Mr. Gifford, and ſuch others that did the like : And ÞÞ 7.0: 
that, as before the Wars, when I was accounted a ret 
Non-conformilſt, I did ( at Bridgnorth ) uſually read Bdit: 
moſt of the Lords days part of the Liturgy, ( and as in Yon 
1650. the Miniſters of Lodon conſented fo to do )-fo Þ Nc 
would I do again, on the ſame terms : And that if my Þ gif 
Non-conformity did conſiſt only in the contrary, I & v1 

| ſhould have little reaſon to blame the Conformiſts | 1 
the ſharp Cenſures which they write againſt me. Mjh; 
He keepeth conſtantly in his way, and addeth [ It W 4y 

zs confidently affirmed by ſome, that Mr. B. bath lately in Wme 
Hartfordſhire or Buckinghamſhre, i order to obtain Wthe 
the Pulpit ( where be ſeveral times Preached in publick )Whe | 
read the Common-prayer, or at leaſt ſome part of it, out of p 
the Service book. | ” Fit) 
Anſw 1. Who is it that this man converſeth with, Mir j 
whoſe confident reports he publiſhed ? Are his Re- the 
porters infected with his Djſcaſe ? 2. Why doth hel 1 
Print this confident Report if not to be believed ? And Fr «; 
if ſo, alas, will he put zo bonds to this fin, while he cy, 
thinks that he cryeth down our fin? I thank, God for jy, 
my time, ſtrength and liberty, 1 did preach fourteen 
times in ſeveral Pariſh Churches of thoſe Counties, at- hef 
ter thirteen years excluſion form the Pulpits of ſuch aj 
Churches ; and it is not in the power of this mans Pen Ho 
to make me repent of it. But in all thoſe times, I never} dex 
rcad either one word of Common prayer, nor oneffl on; 
Chapter or Pſalm, ſave once, when 1'Preached where} yn] 
there was no one to Read, I read the Scripture as IE Ch 
would have done at home. Will not the preſence of yg1 
thouſands of witneſſes ſecure a man from the forger)Þ thi 
of any unnamed Slanderer ? No, it will not : As atterf jq 


our Savoy Gonference untruths were Printed againitY 4, 
me, 
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at Y me, contrary to the moſt notorions evidence of Wri= 

a» Btings and Witneſles ; ſo ſometimes where Preach 1n 

nd Nl London, it 1s not the multitude of Witneſſes that ſecu- 
a Nreth me from the groſs falſe reports ofthis kind of An- _ 
ad Editors, ( who have not ſo much kindneſs for rheir own 

in I fouls as either to ſtay away, or forbear their untruths.) 
fo No wonder then if witneſſes at 26 years, or 26 miles 
ny K diſtance, or near, be no ſecurity againſt ſuch a one as - 
_I'F Mr. Danvers, or his confident Reporters. 

ts He adds, [_ Though it 1s alſo ſaid that he hath obtained 

What publick liberty by wertue of a Licenſe he hath from tbe 

. 1 W Arch Biſhop of Canterbury : But whether it be one for- 

18 Wmerly granted by him, when Bifhop of London: before 

an the At of Conformity, (when by the Biſhop of Worceſter 

 )Wbe was Silenced in thoſe parts ) or ſince is worthy inquiry ? 
tof® Anſm. It's like you have enquired, and found that 

Fit was the former; ifnor, I tel] you now : But toſome 

th, Mir is almoſt as hard to believe 4 Truth that is againſt 

\e- Wtheir Spleep, as to ſpeak it. 

hel He next faith, as the Expoſition of my Sufferings, 

\nd0 FT wiz. To fly from bis place and Charge, if not to avoid the 

he Croſs of Chriſt, and to ſhun a ſuffering Witneſs when [0 
for loudly calPd tberets, ] , | 

cn Anſw. 1. Did you bear his caſe, or do you judge 
af-E before you hear it? 2. Theſe Paſſagesaretooconform- 
ucl M able to the reſt. How prove you that it was a flight ? 
ren How prove you that it was from my Charge ? Rea- 
Ver i der, it is fifteen years ſince I had any Charge, of any 
oc one Congregarion,more than over thereſt ofthe Land, 
wre unleſs my dwelling made my Neighbours become my 
as 1 Charge? 1 had no Charge of any but my Family there, 
c 01Y unleſs my great Charge in Preaching to them for no- 
JE thing, and paying aſſiſtant, &c. and building a place 
frerÞ in hope of more ſuch Labour, made them my Charge ? 
off And if] eve an hundred pounds to one man, when 1 
mc, owed 


|  - owed himno more than others, doth that mvke him 
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for the future become my Charge ? ) and how pro- | 
_veth he that] was loudly called to ſuffer ? Or that it was ſl . 
| the Croſs of Chriſt that 7 avoided? This man is againſt IN 


difating ! 1 would he were more againſt vuntruths ! E 
My Sufferings have been enough to ſhew what men ='<. 


are that procureth them, but to me ſo ſmall, that ex- 
cept my reſtraint from Preaching, I account them not FE 


worthy of the name of the Croſs. But yet I will hope u 
that he will ſo far ſuſpend his Cuſtom,(as not to ſay, b.. 


that any SeQtarian Preacher 1n England, Anabaptiſt or 
Separatilts, ( to go no farther ) that loſt not his Life, I 
hath loſt more of the World, by his meer Non-conformi- 
ty than I have done ? 

He ſends my Conſcience here to divers Scriptures, 
2. Cor. 6. 4,5, 6. As 20.11, 12,13. Mat. 10. 38,39. 
Fobn 10. 12,13, Mat. 23.2, 3, 4. I am willinger to hear 
theſe Texts than him. I ſuppoſe he meaneth not thoſe 
that I before minded "Mr. Hutchinſon of, of Chriſts 
early flight into egypt, or his oft avoiding the Jews, 
in Nazareth,and other parts of 5 alzle,the Wilderneſs, 
&c, nor his, bidding us when Perſecuted in one City 
fice to another , nor Pauls being let down the Wall 
by a Basket nor the ſcattering of the Diſciples, 
by the Perſecution at Feruſalerz, nor Pauls Circum- 
ciling Timothy, nor his ihaving his Head for his: 
. Vow, nor his Appeal from the Jews to Cz#/ar, nor 


his crying out that he was a Phariſee, flor his denying K 
that he had done any thing againſt the Temple or the. ny 
Law, nor any ſuch like. And if he condemn Chriſt 4 
and Pal it will be no ſuffering to them, - 

The firſt Text tells us that Paul in much Patience Mer 
bare Afiidions, Neceſſities, Diſtreſſes, Stripes, Impriſon- ON 
ments, &c. Anſw. What thence? Is it Ergo R. B. did C. 


ll to, come out of the Goal when he was put in ! Ge 
on £nal 


ox L . » MS - 4 1 ? = p4 - a n 
P ww I YR by © bg © 15, an LE 2 "4. & l N, * bs + wt We ”* Coe 4 ds L 
4 \ 7 , % "7 + W-” + 4 - > Wh , 
. 1 tb < \ 
x 


(61) 


TWthat he did ill not to put himſelf in again? Did Paul 


night? Ergo. R. B. ſhould not Preach in the Summer 
in the Country ? I deny the Conſeqnence. It may be 
he meant As 21. 13. Paul was ready to be bound or dic 


M at Jeruſalem ! What thence ?! Ergo he ſinned in avoid- 
dt ing ſuffering oft. before ? Or, Ergo R. B. ſhould not 
have gone into the Country either fox Health or 


Preaching ; yea 1f it had been in caſe of danger to have 


Y, Preached to many inſtead of fewer that had often 
c [ Wheard him ? I deny the Conſequence. 
2 The next Text tells us that we muſt take up our 


Croſs and follow Chriſt, &'c. And what thence? Ergo 
Bwe muſt make our own Croſs, and take up that inſtead 
? Wot Chriſts? Or, Ergo, Chriſt ſinned in avoiding the 
JCroſs ſo oft before? Or, Ergo, R.B. mnſt go into a 
Priſon that he may give over Preaching the Goſpel ? 
[ deny all theſe, What kin are they to the Text ? 
Have all the Anabaptiits and Separatiſts lived all this 
Mw hile in 610, that lived out of Prifon ? or that have had 
maintenance and quietneſs, while R. B, hath been laid 
In the common Goal, and hunted by one ſort, and 
greviled by the other 2 Why will not the perſecution 
of your Pen or Tongue prove a comfortable ſuffering 
tor the Truth, as well as I pleaſed your Spleen in 
preferring a choſen Priſon before a Pulpit ? 
Thenext Text tells us, that the Hireling deſerts the 


Wwhen they call me Hireling. But, Sir, 1 am not fo 
much as a Hireliag ! much leſs the owner of the Sheep ? 
| would I knew which of theſe two you judge your 
ſelves to be? for my part 1am neither. Chriſt is the 
Owner, Iam not ſo much as the Paſtor of any Flock - 
And ( that I may not diſcourage your contempt, I 
= add) 
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Elin. for not ſcourging and impriſoning himſelf ? = 
The next Text ſpeaketh of Panls Preaching till mid- 


Sheep by fleeing. Thus the Quakers alſo talk to me 
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add )norever, that] remember, calledto be ſuch theſe 


13/0r 14 years : Nor have 1 ſo long taken any Hire. 
And did Paul flee like a Hireling when he went from he 
laces of leſs liberty to other more commodious places [*** 
to Preach ? Did not Pain, Weakneſs, and want of Mo- '? 
ney for ſo chargeable a Work diſable me, my Conſci- 
ence would command me ( by the motive of Experi- 
__ ence) to go about Preaching from place to place; 
though every Dog 1n the Streets where I paſs, ſhould 
bark nothing but [| Hireling, Hireling. ] pt) 
The laſt is. Text is againſt Separation ; The Scribes ©" 
and Phariſees ſt in Moſes his ſeat ;, all therefore nhatſoe-M,” 
wer they bid you, obſerve and do, bit do not ye after their * 
works, for they ſay and do not, for thy bind heavy burdens 
and grievous to be born, &c. And what from hence? Nl.” 
Ergo] ſhould not Preach in the Pariſh Churches ? Or? 
is it, Ergo I ſhould have bound heavy burdens for my M2 
ſelf? Or is 1t, that I ſhould not have made ſuch for 0- h 
thers? This is the likeſt ſenſe ; for the beſt way ofÞ*" 
expounding Authors 1s by ſimilar paſſages. And were 
not this an untruth it, would be non-conformable to 
the reſt aforeſaid. | 25 
« But ( faith he) is not this a ſtrange Paradox, that he 
& ſhould ſuffer at that rate for a Non-conformiſt at Lon-} 
© don, and yet at? the part of a Conformiſt 'to ſo high a 
© depree in the Country ? 
Anſ. This is very conformable to the reſt, To 
Preach in the Pariſh Churches ( for his ſtory of Reading 
_ the Common Prayer 1s like his Books) 7s the high de- 
gpree of Conformity, This is expolitory. I now percelve 
what it isin me to be [for Conformity and againſt it, for 
Popery-and againſt it, for Arminianiſm and againſt it, | 
as he ſaith. The equivocation maketh all true, | 
am for the Conformity, and the Popery and the Armini-i 
amſm 'of Preaching Chriſts Gofpet 1n Pariſh cy e * 
P whic 
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which the Papiſts ſay they ſometimes ſaid Maſs in. 
nd for the Conformity and Popery of Infants part in * ** 
the Covenant of God, for their Baptiſm, and for the _ 
eading of Gods Word, for the Creed, the Lords 
Frayer, and the ten Commandments ; and for the 
KEove of Brethren, and the: Unity, Peace and Concord 
-. Bf Chriſts Church ; however I be againſt that which 
_ he World commonly knoweth by the name of Cor- 
rity and Popery, O what a high degree of Confor- 
zity .did the old Non-conformiſts exerciſe in this 
Mans ſenſe ! [ have lived long to little purpoſe if ſuch 
man by the bare names of Conformity, Popery, or 
Irminianiſm can frighten me out of my Chriſtianity, 
yy Honeſty, my Charity, my Miniſtry, and my Wits. 
Next relating my ſtory with more caution than 
tual [ with an | If Tbe not miſanformed . ] ( © that 
Jþis ſentence had been twice or thrice in every page 
f his Books) with ſome truth, ſome miſtake, and 
ore omillion, he. ſubjoyneth, that [by Proxte ( that's 
is fiction ) I ſuffer Impriſonment for a Non-conformiſt in 
ondon, and in perſon out doe all the Non-conformiſts by 
s prblick Preaching in tbe Country as a Conformiſt, | 
Anaſ. 1. Reader, by this you may ſee at what rates 
$c Miniſters muſt do our Maſters work. Woe to us 
we Preach not: And if we do, one fort Impriſons 
3, and ſeek our Ruine; and the other Reyile us, as 
our greateſt Duty were our greatelt fin. 
2, You ſee what abundance of Enemies the Preach- 
g of the Goſpel hath, when Satan can ſtir up ſuch 
en of Zeal to take it for a Crime. Paxl might 
reach even in the Jews Synagogue : I muſt notina_ 
ariſh Church. | 
3, You ſee how certain It 1s that the two Extreams 
re much of the ſame Spirit, and that they that moſt 
y out againſt Perſecution are oft of a perſecutin 
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mind, when ſuch n men - as this would / ence us, 
have us give over Preaching to the multitude that n md 
need it, as well as others. And fo would the Qui 
kers. IP 
4. You ſee what they mean that cry dolnta Com 
akon They would not have us Preagh in the 

, Pariſh Churches to the needy multitude, OE The 
may have all firſt altered according to cir Refire 
Thus W.' Pen, called me cruel for defirirs #/@ompre 
henfion as leaving the Ouakets to the Rogs : 74 that this) 
would have. us all filenced, even by. thoſe Trap 
which they themſelves account lintul, , tilts) , IT 
ſuch have their will. C1 Hes 

. You ſee here what a Repr oarh th bo En-Woul: 
bring ON: Not-conformity, and what ſtrong. Invitation 
\ They give mex to Conform, by making C Coup” 
rf in Pariſh Churches. FW 

© 6. Or you ſee what need you have; 1iﬀe: 
-puting loneer-with ſuch men, to pray.,God'td giv 
them tenderer Confciences, that Jay fear. tomultipl! 
Untruths, which thouſands of Witnclles, (; of. whon 
ſome were Anabaptiſts and of other Sefts Jar roal 
dy to. confute. Eſpecially to Pray that the” os M 
ches, and the peoples ſouls may be deliver'd fra 
ſach as would not only Unchurch' all mankind ty 
they come to age, but make it a ſinful Conformity 
then to Preach the Goſpel in the Pariſh Churches. | 


